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PLAN SUMMARY

The 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan updates the most recently completed Plan, published in
2002. Informed by extensive input from Town residents and Town boards, the proposed Plan builds
upon the goals expressed in previous Plans while recognizing the changes that have occurred in
Medfield in the intervening years. Residents have expressed their deep appreciation of the Town’s
natural beauty and small scale and their desire to preserve those qualities by means of strategic open
space acquisitions and links between protected fands. The Town has continued to support those desires
by actions taken since the last Plan. Additionally, residents have identified pressing needs for the
improvement of active recreational facilities and the expansion of recreational programs, particularly for
children. The ability to satisfy these needs in the presence of financial constraints will continue to
require active involvement by the Town’s residents in determining priorities and creating
implementation measures.

Section Three of this Plan provides current demographic information on the Town and Section Four
includes an updated inventory of Medfield’s open spaces. Section Seven discusses the Town's open
space and recreation needs in detail. Sections Eight and Nine summarize the objectives and proposed
implementation plans for achieving the following goals:

o Preserve the Town’s rural appeal and protect its water resources by controlling development
and acquiring open space propemes 4

o Increase the use of existing open space prop rties by improving access, expanding and
mamtamlng tra|ls and developing mfefrmatloﬁ bout all types-of open space




INTRODUCTION

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan is to continue Medfield’s efforts to preserve
and maintain open spaces and recreation facilities in ways consistent with the priorities and needs
expressed by the Town's residents. Previous Plans from 1974, 1980, 1988, 1994 and 2002 established
goals and recommendations for furthering those ends. As required by State statute, the proposed Plan
updates those guidelines based upon current conditions and opportunities. This Plan includes additions
to the inventory of protected space, reviews the results of public surveys and discussions with other
stakeholders, and lays out future directions with detailed goals, recommendations and action proposals.

Medfield has continued to support the objectives described in the 2002 Plan. The Town has expanded
its inventory of protected land with acquisitions of significant parcels of open space and conservation
restriction on other parcels as described in Section Four. The Parks and Recreation Department has
increased the scope of its programs oriented both toward children and adults. Furthermore, the
acquisition of portions of the former Medfield State Hospital site provides capacity for a future Parks
and Recreation building and the development of addmonal active recreation facilities.

Planning Process

The 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Commit prepared the Plan update with the assistance of
2the Conservatlon Commlssmn and the Park ¢ nd Recreation Commission. Additional guidance was

ther Town volunteer boards and

e formatlon and land inventories were supplied
s databases; census records and previous Plans.
esponses to a survey distributed in various

ith the Board of Selectmen and made the

ministrator,‘ Conservation Commission, Park and Recreation
- as‘submitted to the Metropolitan Area‘PIanning Council

be reviewed annually as the Town s circumstances evolve.

Public Participation
Survey

The first component of public participation consisted of an anonymous survey (see Appendix)

distributed in printed format and electronically via SurveyMonkey. Copies of the survey were located at
various Town facilities and distributed to seventh grade students for their families to complete. Links to
the online survey were provided in local newspapers and in mailings accompanying residents’ water and
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sewer bills. Section Six provides a general overview of the scope of responses, the most significant
priorities, and the goals as expressed in the survey. The printed survey is attached to this plan as
Appendix A. This Plan including the complete survey results is available in electronic form on
town.medfied.net.

The survey was organized into four sections. The first section covered basic demographic information
on respondents including area of town, household size and time as a resident. Section two requested
patterns of recreation usage based upon the type of activity. Additionally, the type of facility used
whether passive (conservation lands) or active (developed recreation facilities) and the frequency of
each facility’s use were asked. The third section asked residents to rate the adequacy of those facilities
and to explain the deficiencies that they experienced. Residents ais’ were asked to list their priorities
for a broad range of objectives including preservation of open space, historic preservation and
development of recreational facilities. The final section foel ppn\s,teps that the Town should take
ons to improve active
cquisitions. The survey

borrowing, and changing zoning bylaws. Also pres
potential voluntary individual actions including conservation restrictions and supportmg Town fiscal
measures. Respondents were asked to provide additional wrltten comments in order to identify needs
and actions in more specific ways. The complete : '

Public Hearing on the 2015 Plan Draft

The Plan draft was made available both online and in copies located at:fhé‘Town House, Town Library,
Center at Medfield and the Pfaff Community Center Comments from Town boards and public interest
groups are included in Section Ten. v



COMMUNITY SETTING
Regional Context

The Town of Medfield is situated eighteen miles southwest of Boston and eight miles in the same
direction from U.S. Highway 95. Massachusetts State Highways 109 and 27 intersect at the Town center
and the CSX Transportation Inc. railroad bisects the Town from north to south. Due to planning and
public investment, the downtown area at the intersection of the two highways remains the primary
commercial focus of the Town. With the exceptions of two small developments on the north segment
of Route 27 and the east segment of Route 109, there is no strip commercial development in Medfield.
Relatively dense residential development surrounds the downtown for a radius of up to one and one-
half miles.

Medfield and the adjacent communities of Dover, Sherborn, Millis, Walpole and Norfolk possess much
of their original rural characters. Much of the retail, professional and medical needs of the Town are
met by larger, more developed towns to the east and north including Norwood, Needham, Natick,
Framingham and Dedham. Medfield’s proximity to Boston and rural setting continue to attract
residential development (see attached Map One - Regional Context). \

The Charles River is Medfield’s westerri':ig(f)"fder with the towns of Millis and Sherborn. As well as being
the Town’s primary waterway, the Charle: R'Ner is bounded by over 1,000 acres of wetlands and
floodplains and much of this Iand forms a py t of'the‘ arles River Natural Valley Storage area overseen

additional Iandk i
Massachusetts
ranks 258th overall'int
Town land permanen

The Bay Circuit Trail, overseéfi ,\y'the Bay Circuit Alliance, passes through Medfield and that section is
maintained by the Friends of Medfield Forests and Trails. The trail is a permanent trail corridor spanning
thirty-four towns in eastern Massachusetts form Ipswich to Kingston. The Medfield section of the trail
was dedicated in 1988.

Another factor of regional importance is the Metro Future Goals through 2030, the regional
development plan for metropolitan Boston prepared in 2008 by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.
Medfield is one of thirteen towns in the Three Rivers Interiocal Council. The Metro Future plan includes
among its goals for Three Rivers the following interests that are central to the purpose of the Open
Space and Recreation Plan:




o Cities, Towns, and neighborhoods will retain their sense of uniqueness and community
character

o Historic resources will be preserved and enhanced.

o Arobhust network of protected open spaces, farms, parks, and greenways will provide wildlife
habitat, ecological benefits, recreational opportunities, and scenic beauty

o All neighborhoods will have access to safe and well-maintained parks, community gardens, and
appropriate play spaces for children and youth

Among the adjoining towns, Walpole completed an Open Space and Recreation Plan in 2011 and Dover
updated its plan in 2011. Norfolk is in the process of updating its 1996 plan and surveying its residents.
Millis most recently updated its Open Space and Recreation P, n 2008 while Sherborn’s plan dates
from 2007. & :

Danielson Pond

History

The story of Medfield begins in Dedham, which originally included the territory that is now Medfield as
well as several other towns. Dedham was incorporated in 1636 and by 1640 Dedham men started
farming and pasturing animals along the broad meadows and continuous plains of our area. The land
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was perfect for farming because of the Indian custom of burning the fields each November to provide
grazing for wild game. Our area was first known as Dedham Village.

in November of 1649, Dedham held a town meeting which approved the laying out of an area for a new
Town. This was accomplished in the early spring of 1650 and corresponds very nearly with the
boundaries of the present Town. The thirteen original settlers paid fifty pounds to the inhabitants of
Dedham in compensation for the land. Ralph Wheelock, a graduate of Cambridge University, considered
the founder of Medfield, proceeded with Thomas Wright and Robert Hinsdale to the new settlement,
which was finally incorporated as the 43rd Town in Massachusetts on June 2, 1651. Eighteen new men
were accepted as townsmen and grants of land made to them in 1651. Education was very important
from the start of the settlement. In 1655 the settlers voted fifteen pounds "to establish a schoule for
the education of the children." Ralph Wheelock became the first schoolmaster in the schoolhouse (site
of the old post office on the corner of Janes Avenue and North Street). A later schoo! on the site Dr.
Stagg's office on Pleasant Street was named after Ralph Wheelock as is'the present elementary school
on Elm Street.

By 1660 the Town was laid out and new families admitted, thus increasing the population to 234.
During the King Philip War in 1675, Medfield became the frontier town when Mendon was abandoned.
In February of 1676 approximately 1,000Q.Indians, under the command of Monaco, burned 32 houses,
two mills, and many barns. Eight people were killed, including Timothy Dwight, the original owner of
the Dwight Derby House on Frairy Street. '

and Metacomet (Philip's real Indian name“' 1 Phlllp was killed in August of 1676, the
their farms and mills, with monetary assistance

in 1800 the' population of the Town was 745 The manufacture of straw bonnets first commenced that
same year and the manufacture of ladies' hats was the principal industry of the Town until 1954.
Mansions for thé"CWners were bui’lt"“hear the factory on North Street and the seasonal workers lived in
boarding houses thro _ghout the T_own During the busy season as many as 1,000 were employed at the
straw hat shop. In 1806 the Hartford and Dedham Turnpike was established and its stage coaches
stopped at Clark's Tavern ‘h 2xt door to the Peak House. The stage route through Medfield was known
as the Middle Post Road, but the Upper Post Road through Sudbury was preferred by travelers because
it provided better taverns. For a period after the discontinuance of the stage coaches, the Town had no
public transportation until the first passenger train of the New York and Boston Railroad came to Town.
By 1870 Medfield became an important rail junction and freight depot to the Framingham/Mansfield
branch of the New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad. At the end of the century, steam and
electric railways terminated in front of the Town House.




in 1996. The second historic district, established in 1994, included 33 buildings at the Medfield State
Hospital and the historic landscape surrounding the buildings. A third district, the Clark-Kingsbury Farm
Historic District on Spring Street, was approved at the 1997 Town Meeting. This provides some
protection to the unique grouping of the 18th century farm house, outbuildings, and pond with grist
mill.

The voters of Medfield have committed themselves to several significant projects downtown. Having
agreed to purchase land for a post office site a year earlier, in 1996 the Town went forward with plans to
completely renovate the Town Hall, to construct a major addition to the library and to assist the
historical society in its efforts to preserve and restore the Dwight Derby House. The Town Hall, library
and post office were completed in 1998. :

The Dwight Derby House, an ongoing project, is of particular. SIgmffcance because it is one of the oldest
houses in the United States. The original section was built in 1651, the year Medfield was incorporated.
Once restoration is complete it will undoubtedly join t_he Peak House and the Unitarian Church on the
register of State and Federal Historic Landmarks. S

Anyone wanting a more detailed history may refer to the three books available at the Medfield Public
Library. History of the Town of Medfield, Massachusetts: 1650—1886 by William S. T|fden has an
interesting section on genealogy, Medfield Reflections, 1651- 1976 is an historical commemorative book
published during the Town's 325th birthday, and the recently pubhshed History of the Town of Medfield,
Massachusetts 1887-1925 by Richard DeSorgher. The Norfolk Hunt= 100 Years of Sport has text and
pictures of Medfield as well as surrounding Towns. The brick Medfield Historical Society headquarters
on Pleasant Street, behind the library, is open every Saturday morning forthose who wish to know more
about the Town and its history.

Population Characteristics

Population growth

Following a significant growth of the Town’s population between 1990 and 2000, Medfield has
experienced a generally level number of residents. Despite minor fluctuations, the population has
remained within a narrow band in concert with lower levels of residential construction during the
decade between 2000 and 2010 compared to the previous decade.

Table 1. Population 1970 to 2013

Year Population Increase (Decrease) % Change
1980 10,220 N/A N/A
1990 10,531 311 3.0%
2000 12,381 1,850 17.6%
2010 12,815 434 3.5%
2013 12,434 (381) (3.0)%

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census (1980; 1990; 2000); Town Census (2010; 2013)

Population Density



Medfield’s population density compared closely with that of the State through 1990; significant
population growth since that year caused the Town’s density to exceed that of the State by a wide
margin. Most of the residential development has occurred outside the older core of the Town; new
housing requires a minimum lot size that has resulted in the conversion of unprotected open space
mainly into single-family house lots.

Table 2. Population Density
(Persons per square mile)

Year Medfield Massachusetts
1980 708 693
1990 730 ' 726
2000 858 745
2010 888 787
2013 862 802

Sources: State - U. S. Bureau of the Census (1980; 1990; 2000; 2010); State estimate 2013; Town Census
(2010; 2013)

Education .
Medfield’s adult residents on average have attamed substantially higher levels of educational

achievement than other State citizens. The dlfference is partlcularly marked in the comparison of higher
educational degrees. L

Table 3. Education S =
(Percentage of re31dents age 25 and older)

Level completed .. Medﬁéld MéﬁSachusetts

High Schoal or more . - 97.0% o 848%

College or more . 621% U 332%

Source: U.§. Bureau of the C‘e‘irisu_s, 2010 .

Income :

Residents of Medfleld earn much hlgher per capita income and per family income than do other

Massachusetts residents {refer to attached Map Two — Environmental Justice Populations).

Table 4. 2010 income

Medfield  Massachusetts
Median Per Capita $71,677 $ 35,763
Income
Median Family Income $133,931 $ 66,866

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2010; American Community Survey, 2009 - 2013



Employment

Table 5 displays the major categories of occupations held by the Town’s residents. As might be
expected based upon the relatively high levels of education and income, a greater proportion of
Medfield’s residents hold Professional or Managerial positions and correspondingly lower shares of
residents are employed in Production/Craft/Repair, Operators/Laborers and Service occupations.

Table 5. 2010 Employment by Occupation

Year Medfield Massachusetts
Managers/Professionals 59.6% 43.6%
Sales/Administrative Support 21.6% 23.3%
Service Occupations 10.2% 17.3%
Farming/Fishing/Forestry 0.2% 0.2%
Productions/Craft Repair 4.8% 11.4%
Operators/Laborers 3.6% 4.2%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2010

Age

Table 6 shows the distribution of Town and State residents according to their ages. Although Medfield’s
population has higher proportions of children younger than eighteen years and adults aged forty-five to
sixty-four years than does the State’s population, the median age of the Town exceeds that of the State.

Table 6. Age by Category

Age in Years Medfield Mas'S“.'_é

0-17 31.3% 21.6%
18- 24 5.3% 10.4%
15-44 17.8%
45 - 64 34.2% 27.7%
65 + 11.4% 13.8%
Median age 42.5 391

Source: State - U. S. Bureau of the Census, 2010

Growth and Development Patterns

Patterns and Trends

The prevailing development pattern in Medfield is residential development. Lacking direct access to
major highways and with very limited business/industrial zoned space, the highest and best use of
available undeveloped land is residential housing. Furthermore, Medfield is attractive to potential
homebuyers due to its proximity to Boston and the Route 128 technology belt, its highly regarded
schools and its small scale rural setting. Almost 20% of the Town’s residents live within a ten-minute
walk of the Town center.

The more densely developed areas of the Town include the downtown commercial district and
residential neighborhoods within one and one-half miles of the intersection of Routes 109 and 27 (refer
10



to attached Zoning Map). The majority of development has occurred east of Route 27 due to the
presence of extensive wetlands bordering the Charles River and the acquisition of large parcels of
protected open space by the Town and conservation organizations west of that road. During the 1980s
and 1990s, some subdivision development occurred in the southwest quadrant near Noon Hill and
Indian Hill and in the northeast quadrant towards Dover and Walpole.

Residential construction slowed during the decade following the year 2000 as a result of higher costs of
land, stringent building and zoning regulations and the effects of economic downturns. Significant
investments in residential upgrades and teardown/rebuilds became more frequent and supplanted new
construction in many cases. Recent development has centered more.on multifamily housing and single-
family building lots versus subdivisions while commercial actlwty has focused upon renovating buildings
instead of building new structures. :

Infrastructure :

Three major infrastructure developments affect devetopment transportatton water supply and sewer.
Medfield contains 74.72 miles of roadways and thé most important roads are Routes 27 and 109.

Routes 27, crossing the Town from southeast to northwest connects Medfield with Walpole and Sharon
to the South and with Sherborn, Natick and other town to the north. Running from east to west, Route
109 crosses Route 27 and leads to Westwood, Dedham andBoston to the east and Mrihs, Medway and
Milford to the west. Major Town roads leading from Routé"leQ'évnd 27 are North Street, Pine Street,
South Street, Causeway Street, Hartford Street and Hospital Road:

CSX Transportation Inc. owns a freight rail branch running parallel to, and east of, Route 27. The MBTA
owns a currently unused branch rail line running through the northwest section of the Town and
terminating in Needham. The Bay Colony Rail Trail Association is attempting to raise funds to lease that
line form the State and convert it to a bicycle/pedestrian trail. The nearest commuter rail stations are in
Walpole, Norfolk and Needham and a commuter bus.service to Boston has a stop in downtown
Medfield.

Medfield's water system serves most of the Town. The system contains five groundwater supply wells
referred to as Wells 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6; however, Well 5 was not fully constructed due to high levels of iron
and manganese in its water). Wells 1,2, and 6 are located in the Charles River Aquifer, while Wells 3
and 4 are located in the Neponset River Aquifer. Additionally, the State in 2014 transferred to Medfield
the currently nonoperating well field and surrounding approximately 6.4 acres of land located on the
Medfield State Hospital site. The Town is in the process of constructing a new well, water tank and
water main to that well field and those utilities will be completed in 2015. The water system also
includes two water storage tanks and approximately 80 miles of water main.

The Town'’s sewer system serves approximately one-third of residents. The capacity of the waste water
treatment plant, located on the Charles River, is 1.5 million gallons per day (“MGD”} and the plant can
be expanded to 5.0 MGD. The Town completed a water and sewer master plan in 1998,

Long Term Development Patterns

Medfield’s primary land use control is the Zoning Bylaw (refer to attached Map Three — Zoning). The
Zoning Bylaw specifies four residential districts with minimum lot sizes and frontages ranging from
12,000 square feet and 80 feet to 80,000 square feet and 180 feet. The Bylaw also specifies two
commercial zones, two industrial zones and an agricultural zone.
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The Zoning Bylaw allows Open Space Residential subdivision development. Requiring a special permit,
such projects must maintain the same density allowed by the underlying district’s Bylaw while
permitting lots smaller than required in order to donate a minimum 25% of the entire development
tract to the Town as protected open space. Four such subdivision developments have been completed
since 1986 and approximately sixty-three acres of open space have been donated to the Town.

The Town has Aquifer Protection, Watershed Protection and Floodplain Overlay districts designed to
protect its water supply, water quality and ability to prevent floods. The Conservation Commission
administers the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Town Wetlands Bylaw.

Table 7 depicts the number of single-family permits issued from 1996 through 2013. As previously
discussed, the Town experienced a significant reduction to single-family construction beginning in 1999

and continuing to the present.

Table 7. Number of Building Permits Issued 1996 to 2014

Year Number of Building Permits
1996 60 ...

1997 45

1998 43

1999 28

2000 » 24

2001 = A
2002 rE 18
2003 -
2004 Tk 400
2005 — -
2006 13
2007 - L 17
2008 b 120
2009 20
2010 T, 2
2011 o 16
2012 N 18

2013 a9

Source: Medfield Building and Inspection Office
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Map 1 - Regional Context Map
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Map 2 - Environmental Justice Population
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Map 3 - Zoning
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ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
Introduction

The previous Open Space and Recreation Plan describes and displays on maps Medfield’s topography,
soils, climate, water resources, vegetation, wildlife, environmental factors, and scenic, historic and
archeological resources. The environmental inventory and analysis section of the previous plan is
reproduced in its entirety in this Plan {refer to attached Map Four ~ Soils and Geological Features and
Map Five — Water Resources).

While there have been no changes in Medfield’s natural features since.the date of the previous plan, the
only additions to the Town’s Historic, Scenic and Cultural Resourges consist of certain roads designated
in 2004 as Scenic Roads. Those additions are as follows:

Hartford Street
14Philip Street
School Street ;
North Street between Harding Street and fhe Dover town line

O O O O

Grist Mill at Kingsbury Pond
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ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Introduction

As an introduction to the individual factors which compose the environmental character of
Medfield, it is useful to understand the geologic constraints that shaped the environment. Glacial
Lake Medfield formed by the retreat of the southern edge of the Wisconsin Glaciation, covered
most of Medfield. As the stagnant ice zone moved, melted, to a position somewhat north of the
Town, deltaic sand and gravels were deposited in open water south of the ice front. After retreat
of the glacier, a catastrophic draining of Lake Medfield by water breaking into the Neponset
River Valley took place. Apparently, after the melt, the edges of glacial “dikes” impounding the
lake suffered major breakouts, allowing the lake to drain rapidly to form the river valley area.
Then a layer of windblown material derived from glacial drift was deposited over the area,
forming the medium for the development of the vegetation.

In general, Medfield is underlain by lower to middle Paleozoic plutonic divides and granites, and
metamorphosed volcanic rocks. Surficial deposits consist mostly of glacially derived till and
stratified sand and gravel. Glacial-stream deposits consist of gravel, sand and silt deposited by
melt-water streams normally in contact with blocks of stagnant ice. Glacial-like deposits consist
of sand, silt, gravel and clay deposited in or graded to glacial Lake Medfield. Post glacial
sediments include wind blown sand, silt alluvium, and swamp deposits.

This morphology, when taken with climate, has created conditions that have influenced the
character and composition of Medfield’s environment. Topography, soils, the impoundment of
water, and the climate affect the vegetation (flora and fauna), which provides the habitats to
support wildlife, and influence the quality and quantity of water resources available to sustain the
vegetation and wildlife.

Topography

Deltaic deposits and formations created by the ice-melts and the draining of glacial Lake
Medfield and adjacent Lake Charles to the west, occupy the majority of Medfield’s land, forming
a vast area which runs diagonally from the northwest corner of the Town to the southeast corner
along most of its western border. These are generally gently sloping uplands which transitionto
relatively flat and wet lowlands. Though a few prominent upland areas in these formations may
exhibit slopes exceeding 25 to 30% gradient, the majority of the upland areas ix} the deltas have
topography of 0-5% gradient, with limited interspersed areas increasing to 15%;’

Glacial stream deposits exhibit a topography that is typically hummocky, with some closed

depressions from the collapse of the surface of deposits followirig melting of buried blocks of
ice.

Glacial Lake Medfield deposits exhibit a topography that is generally flat or deltaic at various
thickness, with erosion areas of lake outlets forming river and streambeds throughout the Town.

Till deposits, left by the retreating glacier, exhibit a topography that includes steep upland areas,
and also comprise the underlying layers, up to 100’ thick, of valley and drumlin areas. Bedrock
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areas, gouged by the glacier, compromise the majonty of the steeper upland areas of greatest
prominence and elevation.

These upland areas of some prominence generally surround the lands formed by deltaic deposits
by forming a range of broken low hills, 300-370° in elevation, in the northern, northeastern, and
eastern sectors of the Town (Castle Hill, Mine Hill, Cedar Hill, and Mt. Nebo). A smaller range

to the south, Noon Hill and Indian Hill, are divided by the delta areas. These areas are primarily
bedrock and till.

Upland areas such as the south central area of Noon Hill and the northeast area of Mine and
Cedar Hill reach elevations of 370+ feet above mean sea level. These hills offer prominent
views with slopes off their tops exceeding 30% in places. Mt. Nebo and Castle Hill reach 300+
feet in elevation with slopes exhibiting gtadients from 10-20% off their tops.

Windblown deposits, overlying gentler upland areas and the flat lowlands, contribute to the soils
cover necessary to support vegetation. These are finer materials, which serve as growth media.

In many instances, the topography lent itself to agricultural uses. Bottomlands could be drained

and then tilled, providing souls rich in organic matter. Upland areas were generally left forested
or cleared and utilized for open pastureland, but not cultivated or tilled. -~

Sotls

Understanding the characteristics of the soils comprising a community is extremely valuable in
planning. Soil properties influence the manner in which land should or can be used.

The kinds of soils that develop in any area depend upon the parent material, climate, living
organisms, topography, and time. Most of the soils in Massachusetts were formed under a humid
climate and a mixed hardwood and coniferous forest where the annual rainfall and evaporation
permit leaching of soils materials and nutrients. Relief of the land, or topography, and parent
material have been the most significant factors in forming the different soils in Medfield.

In general, the geological formations of Medﬁeld from which the soils are derived consist of the
following:

e Surficial “Upper Hill” deposits, consisting primarily of silt, sand, pebbles, cobbles, and
boulders (some more than 20 feet in diameter), which vary in thickness from zero to
about 15 feet in upland areas, to 40 feet in valley areas, and up to 100 feet beneath
drumlins;

o Glacial-stream deposits of primarily sand, as well as pebble cobble and boulder gravel,

¢  Glacial-lake deposits consisting of and, silt, gravel, and clay; and

«  Wind-borne deposits, which cover much of the level and gently sloping areas and provide
the soils media to support the most dense vegetation.

Soils, on the basis of soil characteristics, are classified in series. A soil series consists of those
soils that have similar characteristics in the kind, thickness, and arrangement of soil layers or
horizons, and is named after the place where the soils comprising the series were first found. A
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soils series is further subdivided into soil phases because of the differences in slope, amount and
size of stones, amount of exposed bedrock or some other feature that affects the soils use or
management.

The many different kinds of soil in a community occupy the landscape in natural recurring
groups called soil associations. Because soils occur on the landscape in such a groups, it is
possible to delineate broad areas having the same kinds and combinations of soils. A general
soil area is made up of a few dominant soils and several other soils of lesser extent. Commonly,
properties of the dominant soils within a general soil area have about the same degree of
limitation for a particular use. These areas are called general soil areas or soil area associations.
Figure 3 is a General Soils Map that includes the Town of Medfield.

In 1970, the Soil Conservation Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture published a report
titles “Soils and their Interpretation for Various Land Uses for the Town of Medfield
Massachusetts.” This work was done in cooperation with the Norfolk Conservation District, and
is available in the Conservation Commission files. The report analyzes each of the 22 soil types
grouped into six associations found in Medfield in relation to its suitability for particular land use
purposes. The soils and soil associations of Medfield have been evaluated and mapped for the
following eight uses or conditions:

Soil Limitations for Septic Tank Sewage Disposal

Soil Limitations for Commercial and Industrial Sites

Soil Limitations for Home Sites

Soil Limitations for Wetland Wildlife Sites

Soil Limaitations for Sources of Sand and Gravel
~Soil Limitations for Roads

Relationship of Soils to Surface Runoff

Land Slope Characteristics

R

The largest soil area association in the Town is the Hinckley-Merrimac-Windsor Association. It
covers 3,554 acres or 38% of the Town. These are droughty well-drained sandy and gravelly
soils, with predominantly 0-15% slopes, occupying the nearly flat areas between the steeper
uplands and hills. The soils have few limitations for residential, commercial and industrial, and
recreational purposes, are rapidly permeable, and are suitable for agricultural production, early
truck crops, with supplemental irrigation. Most of the central area of town was developed on this
type of soil. Soils of this association have good overall suitability for residential, commercial
and industrial uses. They are highly desirable as sand and gravel sources, serve well as septic
tank filter beds, and are a good potential source of groundwater for public and private use. The

latter characteristics conflict since a rapidly permeating soil under septic tanks threatens
groundwater purity.

The second largest soil area in Medfield, the Muck-Whitman Association, is comprised of
approximately 2,135 acres of fresh water marsh and 226 acres of open water. Together they

occupy approximately 25% of the entire Town. These are very poorly drained organic and
mineral soils of 0-3% slope.
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Other significant soil area associations include the Hollis Association (stony and rocky, shallow
to bedrock soils with frequent ledge outcrops) and the Canton-Hollis Association (deep, well
drained stony soil developed in loose sandy glacial till, and stony and rocky, shallow to bedrock
soils with frequent ledge outcrops). These soils are found in the gently sloping, rolling and steep
hills, and occupy about 25%, 2,255 acres, of the Town. They have moderate to severe
limitations for development and septic and water systems, and slight limitations for woodlands
and recreational uses.

A lesser soil area assaciation, comprising only 8% of the Town’s area, is the Millis-Woodbridge
Association. It consists of deep, well-drained and moderately well-drained stony soils formed in
glacial till with hardpan less than 40 inches beneath the surface, and a gently rolling to steep
topography of smooth rounded hills. This soil area has severe limitations for development and

septic and water systems, and only a slight limitation for woodlands and many kinds of
recreational uses.

A lesser soil area association, comprising only 8% of the Town’s area, is the Millis-Woodbridge
Association. It consists of deep, well-drained and moderately well-drained stony soils formed in
glacial till with hardpan less than 40 inches beneath the surface, and a gently rolling to steep
topography of smooth rounded hills. This soil area has severe limitations for development and

septic and water systems, and only a slight limitation for woodlands and many kinds of
recreational uses.

The smallest soil area association, comprising just 4% of the town’s area, is the Paxton-
Woodbridge Association. . These are well drained and moderately well drained soils with
hardpans on dominantly 3 to 15% slopes, conforming to uplands and smoothly rounded hills. It
has only slight limitations for woodlands, wildlife and some kinds of recreational uses, severe
limitations for high density development related to septic or groundwater systems.

Climate

Medfield’s climate is classified as follows:

Group: Midlatitude (30° to 50° North Latitude)
Type: Moist Continental
Sub-Type: Humid

In general, the climate is typical of central and eastern portions of North America, experiencing
strong seasonal temperature contrasts, highly variable daily weather conditions, and ample
precipitation, which is rather uniform throughout the year. Cold winters are dominated by cold
polar and arctic air masses flowing from sub arctic source regions. The variability of

temperatures and weather results from the confrontation of warm and cold air masses typical of
the polar-front zone.

Specifically, the climate of the Medfield area can be described by average record mean
temperatures and precipitation as follows (1956-1985):
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1. Temperature from an average mean temperature of 38.6° F in January to 72.7° in July, the
annual average record mean temperature is 50.4° F.

2. Precipitation from an average record mean amount of 3.13 inches in July to 3.88 inches in

November. The annual average record amount of precipitation is approximately 42
inches.

These characteristics, when taken with the morphology of the area, form the conditions
necessary to permit a Moist Continental Forest (see Vegetation). In general, these conditions
control the extent and type of outdoor recreation activities which people participate in by
creating a warm season from the end of May to early September, a reasonably severe cold season
from mid-December to mid-March, and transitional periods of alternating warm and brisk
periods from early September to mid-December and from mid-march to the end of May.

Water Resources

The principal waterway in Medfield is the Charles River, which meanders from south to north
along the western edge of Town, and forms the boundary with Sherborn to the northwest and
Millis to the west. The River has always been significant in the life of the Town for its beauty,
its demarcation of the Town boundary, and its recreational value. Its floodplain provided straw
that attracted the hat industry and encourage settlement in the area.

In Medfield, about one thousand acres of floodplain land adjacent to the Charles is owned in fee
or easement by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers in order to preserve the land as a “Natural
Valley Storage Area” for flood control purposes. The “North Meadow” of the Charles has
become a striking scenic asset to Medfield since being opened to publi¢ view as a result of the
relocation of Route 27 through the meadow in 1974. Ongoing efforts of the Charles River
Watershed Association and others in recent years have resulted in significant improvements to
the quality of the river and its environs.

The main tributary to the Charles River in Medfield is the Stop River, a stream that flows
northerly into Medfield from Norfolk at South Street then curves around the Noon Hill area and
flows northwest through an extensive floodplain area to join the Charles just beyond Causeway
Street. The Stop River is navigable by small boats during certain seasons.

Several small brooks, some of the linked by manmade ponds, flow toward the Stop and Charles
Rivers. Among these are Nantasket Brook, Sewall Brook, Vine Brook, which flows through the
Town Center, and Turtle Brook. Although much of the Town lies in the Charles River
Watershed, eastern Medfield lies in the Neponset River Watershed. Here, other brooks flow to
the south and east toward the Neponset River. The principal stream in this watershed is Mill
Brook, which becomes Mine Brook as it flows from Jewell’s pond. Mill Brook/Mine Brook is
noteworthy in the Town’s history as a power source for both the old Fork Factory near the east
entrance to Medfield on Route 109 and the gristmill and mill race at Jewell’s pond
(scenic/historic landmarks). Today, the brook and its underlying aquifer are of critical
importance to the Town as a municipal water source. Three of the Town’s five wells, supplying
more than half its water, lie in the Mine Brook aquifer.
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Of the many ponds in Medfield, several are of particular significance for their beauty, their
recreational value and their historic associations: Baker’s Pond, also known as Meeting House
Pond, in the Town Center; Vine Lake in the Town Cemetery; Kingsbury Pond, across from the
landmark Kingsbury Homestead; Hinkley Pond, the Town’s swim pond; Jewell’s Pond; Holt’s
Pond at Noon Hill; and Chickering Lake at Rocky Woods Reservation, a regional recreational
area owned and managed by the Trustees of Reservations.

Wetlands and floodplain areas in Medfield are delineated on an overlay-zoning map (Figure II),
and are protected both through a zoning regulation and through a Town Wetlands Bylaw
administered by the Conservation Commission. . Protection measures. for the two primary
aquifers, Charles River and Mine Brook, were developed by the Town’s Aquifer Protection
Bylaw Committee and passed at the 1988 Annual Town Meeting.

Vegetation

The vegetation of Medfield, based upon climate, soils, precipitation, is considered a Moist
Continental Forest Environment. With cold winters, warm summers, a broad annual temperature
range and substantial anhual precipitation, the soil water is frozen throughout one to three
months (reducing plant material water need to near zero). The annual water surplus is moderate

to large with only a slight soil water shortage in summer even though there is a peak in water
need by plant materials at that time.

These conditions suit the formation of a class of forest known as mixed boreal and deciduous

forest, of which Medfield’s upland areas are typical. Most forested areas are dominantly
deciduous, entering dormancy in the winter.

Little or no original forest remains over large portions of the community due to previous clearing
for settlement and agricultural purposes; wood fuel harvesting, and later development. Existing
forests throughout the Town are mostly transitional and immature forests.

Traditional agricultural activities in the Town during the 18" and 19® centuries consisted
primarily of dairy or animal farming and activities related to it such as hay and other feed
production, and open pastures, with only limited cash or food crops grown for personal
consumption or for resale. While some agricultural or other clearing activities have taken place

and continue to a limited extent, acidic forest materials and unfavorable glacial terrain deter such
activity.

North slopes generally exhibit white pine, hemlock and mountain laurel as the most dominant
species in evergreen forests with some oaks, maples and a variety of understory materials. South
slopes generally exhibit oaks, birch, maples, Euonymus, bayberry, and beech with some white
pine. They have a greater variety of understory materials than north slopes. Yellow and black
birches, dogwoods, alders, red maples, and other species preferring wet soils encroach from wet

lowlands into upland areas on both north and south slopes creating a great variety of materials at
lower elevations.
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As part of the glacially formed terrain that was generally unfavorable to agricultural use and
development, the lowland areas consisting of wetlands, streams, floodplains, lakes and ponds

- constitute a major portion of the Moist Continental Forest Environment. As stated previously,

the climate subtype “Humid” exhibits a significant water surplus, with much water held in a
frozen state in winter (with water needs near zero), only to be released rapidly in spring thaw.
Spring floods are probable, with larger streams and all rivers maintaining their flow even through
the summer months. In addition to this “stored” water surplus, it is common to have ircreased

precipitation in the fall, thereby increasing available water which will then be stored in a frozen
state for the next cycle to begin. '

Additionally, the addition of extensive amounts of organic materials due to the dominance of
deciduous materials and their subsequent decomposition in moist areas provide the medium for
many wetland species of vegetation. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Classification of Wetlands, all wetlands in Medfield are as follows:

Ecological System: | Palustrine
Subsystem: None
Class: Forested
Subclass: Broadleaved deciduous
Class: Scrub/shrub
Subclass: Broadleaved deciduous
Class: Emergent
Subclass: Not specified
Class Open Water
(unknown bottom)

In many of the identified wetland areas, a combination of Forested and Scrub/shrub, and
Emergent and Scrub/shrub may be found together, with neither dominating,

Wildlife

The aetlands along the Charles River and its tributary, the Stop River, are recognized as some of
the most important wetland habitats within the Charles River Watershed. The Natural Valley
Storage Area along the Charles River, which includes more than 1,000 acres, is under lease to
the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MDFW) for fish and wildlife habitat
management. Present management activities of the State include stocking the area with pheasant
and snowshoe rabbit. The region is situated on the Atlantic Flyway, a major migratery route

along the East Coast. The Charles River, its tributaries and ponds all provide nesting and feeding
sites for waterfowl and other migratory birds.
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According to Walter Hoyt, Jr,, Northeast District Supervisor for MDEFW, the swamps and
marshes of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Charles River Natural Valley Storage project
support large numbers of migrant and nesting waterfow] and songbirds, and many forms of water
associated mammals such as muskrat, mink, otter, and beaver.

- Waterfowl only lightly use the large wetlands along the Charles River during the fall migration
unless the areas are flooded. Limited numbers of black, wood, and mallard ducks nest in the
area. Deer may frequently be seen in many areas of Medfield. -

The MDFW has an active program for restoration of andadromous fish runs in the Charles River.
It has successfully transported American shad from the Connecticut River to the Charles, and has
increased the populations of rainbow smelt, alewife, and blueback herring.

Only a few streams are capable of supporting a resident coldwater fishery such as trout. Among
the warm water species the principal game fish are large mouth bass and chain pickerel. Redfin

pickerel, common sunfish, perch, yellow bullhead, brown bullhead, bluegill sunfish and carp are
also present.

Rare or Endangered Species

The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife received its first documented record of a species in Medfield, which fall .
under the protection of the rare species ameridment of the State’s Wetlands Protection Act
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) in 1993. That species is the Spotted Turtle (Clemmys guttatta).
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife has documented other following rare
species occurrences in Medfield including those listed in Table 8.

Table 8: Rare Species Occurrences

Name Latin Name Last Status
Sighted
Timber Rattlesnake Croatalus hurridus 1700s Considered Endangered
Purple Milkweed Asclepias 1945 Considered Threatened
purpurascens
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 1970s Considered of Special Concern
Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis 1884 Considered Endangered
Lion’s Foot Premanthus 1921 Considered Endangered
serpentaria '
Great Laurel Rhodendrum - 1981 Considered Threatened and Continuing to
maximum Exist
Britton’s Violet Vila brittoniana 1886 Considered Threatened and Continuing to
Exist
River Bulrush Scirpus fluviatilis 1986 Continuing to Exist
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The locations of these rare and endangered species are purposely not described in order to
protect their continued existence. Environmental policy guidelines indicate revealing these
locations accurately on maps increases visitation and threatens the rare species existence.

Scenic Resources

Sites with significant or unique natural and cultural features are illustrated on Figure I1I, Scenic
and Cultural Resources Map. The largest and most scenic area in Medfield i1s listed in DEM’s
Massachusetts Scenic Inventory. It is a vast area along the Charles River and its Stop River
Tributary. Significant and unique views and vistas are available throughout this area.

Locally significant views were identified in 1988 through a consensus of the Open Space
Planning Committee, which included representatives of the Conservation Commission, Board of
Selectmen, Planning Board, Public Works Department, The Trustees of Reservations, and the
Master Plan Implementation Committee. Factors considered in evaluating the significance of
views include natural and manmade landscape features such as fields, streams, and ponds,
stonewalls and fences, and woodlands. Features recalling the early history of Medfield such as
historic farmhouses and their outbuildings, mill races, the cemetery, and the town streetscape of
historic houses, churches and certain commercial structures were also considered.

Table 9 represents the inventory of significant scenic resources identified in 1988. Each item is
lettered to correspond with the letter on the Scenic and Cultural Resources Map, which marks its
location. All of the sites identified in 1988 are included. Those that no longer exist are listed in

italics while those that are threatened resources are so noted in order to demonstrate their
vulnerability of some of these resources.

In addition to the scenic resources in Table 9, Medfield also has five scenic roads (Figure II).
The following roads, or portions thereof, were designated as “Scenic Roads” by vote of Medfield
Town Meeting, under MGL Chapter 40A, § 16C Scenic Roads Act:

Causeway Street
Noon Hill Road
Orchard Street
Foundry Street

Pine Street (from Maplewood Road to Dover line)

Rl A

These roads were selected for protection under this law because of their attractive rural character,

their shad trees and stone walls, and their status as secondary rather than primary connector
streets.

Historic Resources

The information on historic resources described in Table 10 was provided by the Medfield
Historical Commission. Sites, structures, etc. are identified by historic name or address without
identifying the current owner in deference to their property. Historic properties, National

-
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Register sites and other resources of historic significance are listed in Table 10. Each has also
been marked by its corresponding number on Figure III, Scenic and Cultural Resources Map.

In addition to the individual historic sites listed in Table 10, Medfield has four historic districts.
A Main Street Historic District was initially proposed to the Annual Town Meeting in 1979, afier
a year of study by a Committee appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The Town rejected the
proposal in 1979, but approved the creation of a West Main Street Historic District in 1989
which was enlarged in 1996. Also, in 1994, the 228-acre Medfield State Hospital site was
approved as both a national and local historic district. It is significant to note that in both cases,
the entire 228 acre parcel is included in the historic district, not just the portion with the
buildings. This is due to the significance of the farmland as an integral part of the hospital’s
history. The Clark-Kingsbury Historic District was approved by Town Meeting in 1997 and the
Town Center Historic District was approved in 1999.

It should be noted that Medfield adopted a demolition bylaw at its 1993 Annual Town Meeting.
This bylaw allows the Town’s Historical Commission to recommend a six-month delay in
issuing a demolition permit for historically significant buildings. The bylaw was amended in
1994 to apply to archaeological sites as well as historic buildings. The bylaw was further
amended at the 1999 Annual Town Meeting to allow for a twelve-month delay in issuing a
demolition permit for historically significant buildings. This twelve-month period affords an

opportunity to determine if there is an interested buyer or buyers for the property who would
restore rather than demolish the building.

In 1999, an Historic Preservation Plan was completed for the Town of Medfield. The Historic

Commission is working very diligently on implementing the action items that were identified in
the plan. This document is considered a working document and not a static study.

Archéological Resources

A “Cultural Resource Survey” of Medfield prepared in 1977 by an archaeologist from Brown
University in conjunction with a Town sewer interceptor project showed four areas of
archaeclogical sensitivity and significance. The survey described the following areas and their

relation g0 the proposed sewer easement (which was subsequently relocated to protect the
sensitive areas):

Area 1: A knoll area south of Sewall Brook, including the south slope of the knoll for a
distance of about 200 feet. Fragments of burned rock and charcoal in the subsoil
and favorable locational attributes indicate a potential for a prehistoric site.

Area 2: Terrace area north of Sewall Brook and below Laurel Drive, Prehistoric camping
debris, burned rock and artifacts indicate a site on the south end of the terrace.

Sensitive area extends on both sides of the easement and continues north along it for
roughly 200 feet.
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Area 3. Low terrace with sandy subsoil bordering the Charles River Floodplain. Know
prehistoric site located to the east of the easement. Sensitive area involved entire
. width of terrace on a north-south line, a distance of roughly 150-200 feet.

Area 4: Terrace area sloping toward upper section of Kingsbury Pond north of Penn Central
railroad embankment and south of South Street. Prehistoric artifacts have been
found in the easement area by the property owner, and prehistoric chipping debris
and artifacts were found during the current survey. The sensitive area includes
about 150-200 feet of the easement and areas on both sides of it.

In 1997 a sensitive site off of South Street was documented by the Town.

As mentioned above, the Demolition Bylaw was amended in 1994 to apply 'to these
archaeological sites as well as buildings. Thus, the bylaw affords a modicum of protection for
these sensitive areas. It should be noted that the town of Medfield is one of only a few

Massachusetts towns to have a town-sponsored Archaeological Advisory Committee. The
Committee was founded in 1996,

Summary of Environmental Factors

Due to the Town’s prehistoric geology and morphology, the characteristics of the land require
very sensitive maintenance of surface and sub-surface conditions, and therefore quite detailed
studies for development that is environmentally sensitive. The extensive “wild areas”, generally
unsuitable for development, sustain an abundance of vegetation, habitat, and wildlife which, in
order to continue through a relatively natural evolution process, must be protected from abuse,
and managed such that a reasonable balance of controlled and uncontrolled (unaltered) areas (i.e.
open fields vs. allowing forests to dominate) continue to support this process.

The evolutionary process, though dynamic, is normally extremely slow, barring occasional
catastrophic events of nature. However, the geology of the area suggests that no catastrophic .
event from within should be anticipated. Therefore, it is essential to continue the existing
conditions (i.e. water levels and flows, wild vs. managed lands, types of flora and fauna, etc.) in
order to maintain this balance which creates the environment spectfic to the undeveloped areas of
Medfield. Although much of the prehistoric and historic forest has been altered by man (through

clearing for agriculture or harvesting wood for fuel or lumber), much of the land has extensively
healed itself by means of natural reforestation.

Medfield’s open spaces offer a significant opportunity to allow someone to pursue leisure
activities, to recreate, and to establish a rapport with nature, Though only about 9,200 acres in
size, 3,581 acres (38.8%) are available to provide citizens with a broad variety of respite and
recreation, and to support wildlife. It should be noted, however, that not all of these lands are
permanently protected and many of them could be converted to other uses if steps are not taken
to help ensure that they remain in their current uses.

Medfield is just coming out of the most intense development experienced in decades. Existing
land use regulations need to be exantined in order to continue to manage growth in a manner that
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is consistent with the future vision for Medfield. Furthermore land use law, in the wake of such
U.S. Supreme Court cases as Dollan vs. City of Tigard and Nollan vs. California Coastal
Commission, appears to be moving in a direction which makes it increasingly difficult for local
governments to justify development controls. Technology is making development possible in
areas that were previously undevelopable. These factors necessitate an increasingly dynamic and
creative package of land use controls in order to ensure that Medfield’s vision can be attained.

28



Medfield Scenic Resources

Scenic Resource

Characteristics

A,

B.

North Street

Pine Street

Rocky Woods Reservation
Hartford Street

East Main Street (Route 109)
Route 109 at Walpole Line

North Street

Hospital Road

Main Street at Peak House

Main Street/North Meadows Road

Eastmount Road

Foundry Strect

Elm Street

Spring Street

High Street (Route 27)

Plain Street
South Street (extension)

Noon Hill

Entrance into Town from Dover, old walls, fields, historic house
Old walls, open land, woodlands, town designated scenic way (Developed in 1993)

Rocky, hilly woodlands, trails and ponds, maintained as a reservation by the
Trustees of Reservations.

Wooded wetlands and farmed field under control of The Trustees of Reservations to
south of street, and Rocky Woods Reservation is to the north of the street

Fork Factory Brook Reservation and corridor, with brook and distinctive woodland
(also of historic importance

Open rolling fields and distinctive old stonewalls. Important as primary entrance to
Town, establishing country “character” which has always been a distinguishing
feature of the Town. (Lost to Development)

Open rolling meadows, fences, walls, and wooded areas. Under long time use by
Norfolk Hunt Club

Farm buildings and open fields sloping to Charles River (At Risk)

“Strestscape” view down Main Street to Town Center, (large street trees lost),
distinctive old houses and historic downtowa buildings such as Baptist Church. Of
prime significance in defining town character.

Vine Lake Cemetery, a historic and beautiful site with rolling hills sloping to a small

lake, handsome specimen trees, and direct visual access from two primary Town
streets. '

Mt, Nebo (site of water tower), distant views over town and beyond from wooded
hilltop, and views to City of Boston skyline.

Jewell’s Pond, old stone walls and fields, the‘ historic grist mill and miﬁ race, and the
old homestead and outbuildings in a carefully preserved setting. (Scenic Road)

Open fields between Wheelock School and town wells, slopiﬁg down to Mine Brook
Kingsbury Homestead and pond, of extreme local significance for the scenic beauty
of the pond, the old milf race, and the histori¢ house an outbuildings in their
carefully preserved setting (Now and Historic District)

Danielson Pond and old homestead in setting of open fields, stonewalls, farm and
outbuildings, all visible from primary town road. Open fields, stonewalls, farm and

outbuildings are now gone.

Open fields, old walls, and an old homestead on narrow country road with important
scenic value,

Old wall and open fields sloping to Stop River with exceptional view of Noon Hill
Reservation. Many fields lost since 1988, Old wall lost in 1998.

Significant landmark feature of Medfield, rising between Stop River and Charles
River, with unspoiled woodlands and a pond with historic earthen dam.
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Medfield Historic Resources

Historic Resource Address Significance
Churches

L First Parish Unitarian North Street 1789 Local History

Church
2, United Church of Christ Main Street 1877 | Local History
3. Baptist Church Main Street 1838 | Local History
B 4, St. Bdward’s Church Spring Street Local History (Destroyed by fire; nothing remains)
Public Buildings
, Town House Main Street 1874 | Architecture, Local History
6. Medfield Public Library Main Street 1917 | Architecture, Local and National History

National Register Propertics: Historic Landmarks

Architecture, Local and National History, Part of

Y R W W W W W W W W W W ww wr W = e e = =

—_

7. Peak House 347 Mam Street 1680‘ Cluster with #8-#11
8. “Eliakim Morse House” 339 Main Street 1750 | Architecture, Local History
. “Clark Tavern” 355 Main Street 1740 | Lorraine Laverty, Local History
10, 344 Main Street Main Street 1873 | Architecture, Local History
11.- 10 Pound Street Pound Street 1744 {.Architecture, Local History
12, Iézc;f::tlyd State Hospital Hospital Road 1892 | | cal and National History
Noted Personages "
13. Hannah Adams House Elm Street Local and National History
14, George Inness House 406 Main Street Architecture, Local and National History
15. George Innes Studio 406 R Main Street National History of Art
16. Lowell Mason House 25 Adams Street Architecture, Local and National History
Early New England Farm Homesteads with Outbuildings
- 16. Kingsbury Homestead 145 Spring Street Architecture, Local and National History
17. Kingsbury Pond Grist Mill | Spring Street Dates back to 17" Century
18, 86 Philip Street Philip Street 17® Century Beginnings
19. Scribner Farm 112 Harding Street
Historic Clusters Located at Approaches to Town Center
20. | 260 North Street North Street 17% Century, Architecture, Local History
21 243 North Street North Street Architecture, Local History
22 230 North Street North Street '
|23 Tannery Farm 653 Main Street 1798 | Architecture, Local History
23.a | 661 Main Street Main Street Early 18" Century, Architecture, Local History
24. Vine Brook Cemetery

o3

O




| 24.a | 679 Main Street Main Street Late 17" Century
25, 671 Main Street Main Street Late 18" Century
26. 669 Main Street 18" Century
Historic Resource Address Significance
27. 3 Causeway Street '1800s | Architecture, Local History
28, Entrance to Town of
Medfield beginning at
Charles River (The Entrance to Town
Willows)
Town Center
, . 17" Century, Architecture, Local and National
29, Diwight Derby House 7 Frairy Street History, Nominated for National Historic Register
29.a Meeting House Pond Frairy Street 1724
Business Block | 479 Main Street 1724 , .
30, Plumpton-Woodard House | 505 Main Street Architecture, Local History
Harding Street
’ i 74 Harding Street
‘ 68 Harding Street
32. Old Post Office
33, North Street [ 1690 | Architecture. Local and National History
Town Pound .
[ 34, Spring Street j
Mill Sites
35, Elm Street ,
36, Fork Factory on Route 109
Phillips Road (Jewell’s
37.
Pond)

Sites of the Garrison Houses

38, Cormner, North and Dale Streets
39, Harding Street
[ 40, Corner, Brook and Main Streets
South end, near the Bancroft
41, H
ouse

42. Smith-Hamant House 22 High Street 17% Century Homestead

! Cutnery-Ellis 101 Bast Main Street | 17" Century Homestead

S/




Map 4 - Soils and Geological Features
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Map 5 - Water Resources
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INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION INTEREST
Introduction

[ncluded in this section is the list of Medfield’s open space and recreation lands as compiled in the
previous Open Space and Recreation Plan as of 2002. Since that time, the Town has demonstrated its
strong support of conservation goals by having acquired several significant open space properties and
conservation restrictions. Furthermore, the recent purchase of the majority of the Medfield State
Hospital land will allow the town to control the redevelopment of the campus section, preserve
substantial open space areas, expand recreation opportunities, and.improve access to trails and the
Charles River. Those acquisition are refiected in the following a ed maps. Map Six ~ Unigue
Features depicts historic and important natural locations. Map n A and Seven B, respectively,
show lands managed by Medfield’s Conservation Commlsslo, and -M’ dfield’s Park and Recreation
Commission. The attached Map Seven C shows all protecte open space lands irrespective of
ownership. L

The additions to Medfield’s open space since 2002 are as follows:

roximately 8 - % acres of 6ne of the Town’s
;000 (financed with free cash and
rvation restriction on the land, the
spital property. This transaction
‘instead of acquiring a fee interest

o 2004: The purchase of development rights for
few remaining farms, located @ ding Street, for
bonds issuance). In addition to resultant
Town acquired public accessto t

developer tled in the Land Court and the Town acquired clear title to the
property in 2 :
o 2014: The purch he State of approximately 134 acres of the Medfield State Hospital
property for $3,100, be paid from Town appropriations of ten annual, $310,000
payments. The State retained several parcels of land adjoining the Charles River or abutting the
land sold to the Town. Following the completion of its environmental remediation plan, the
State must maintain those lands in their current conservation or agricultural uses. While the
ultimate form of the Town’s redevelopment has not been determined, it will contain substantial
lands dedicated to open space and recreation.

in addition to the above purchases, the Town also has been granted conservation restrictions on
numerous privately owned land parcels mainly in the area bounded by North, Pine and Harding Streets.
Most of those restrictions allow public access to the related parcels.
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Inventory of Exﬁting Open Space and Conservation Lands

Parcel Name Owner Manager Zoning Overlays Acreage Comment
Charles River {(North of Route 10%)
Charles River Reservation Commonwealth of Mass " DEM A ¥PD, APD 179.18 Used for model
Charies River Reservation Commonwealth of Mass DEM A FPD, APD 7.40 airplanes and
Charles River Reservation Commonwealth of Mass DEM iE PD 2.25 agricolume
Charles River Reservation Commonwealth of Mass DEM A ¥PD, APD 40 26

Subtotal 229.09
Nataral Valley Storage Project Private ACOE A ¥PD, APD 0.59 Prupanly flood piain.
Natizal Valley Storage Project. Private ACOE RT ¥PD, APD 20.87 Used also for wildlide
Natural Valley Storage Project Private ' RS FPD, APD 17.43 management ACOE
Natuzal Valley Storage Project Town of Medfield ACPE E FPD, APD 6%.75 has CR onparcels it
Natural Valley Storage Prgject The Trustees of Reservations TTOR A FPD, APD 1.05 does not own.
Natural Valley Storage Project The Trustees of Reservations TTOR A FPD, APD 5.00
Natural Valley Storage Project The Trustees of Reservations TTOR A ¥PD, APD 2.78
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Engineers A FPD, APD 29.75
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Engineers A FPD, APD 110
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Bngineers A FPD, APD 108.61
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Eagineers ACOE E ¥PD, APD 29.44
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Engineers ACOE E FPD, APD 1151
Nanral Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Engineers ACOE RT FPD 5.00
Natural Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Engineers ACOE RT FPD, APD 10.90
Natmral Valley Storage Project U.S. Army Corp of Eagineers ACQOE RT FPD, APD 18.48

Subtetal = 332.31

TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 56140 |

(V%)



Parcel Name Owner GIS%# Manager Zouning Overlays Acreage Comment
Charles River (South of Route 109)
Natiral Valiey Storage Project Town of Medfield ACCE RT ¥PD, APD 46.00 ACOE has CR
Natural Valley Storage Project Town of Medfeld ACCE RT FPD, APD 3165 ACOEhasCR
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers U.S. Armay Corp of Engineers ACOE RT ¥PD, APD 31.14
.S, Army Corp of Engineers U.S. Ay Corp of Engineers ACCE RT ¥PD 426
.S, Army Corp of Engineers U.S. Army Corp of Engineers ACOE RT FPD, APD 363
2.8 Army Corp of Engineers U.S. Armay Corp of Engineers ACOE RT FPD, APD 3.63
Subtetzal 12631
Charles River (Seuth of Route 109)
Off Wichita Road Town of Medfield RT FPD, APD 40 ACOEhasCR
Henry L. Shattuck Reservation The Trustess of Reservations TTOR - RT FPD 198.28
Medfield Lots e Trustees of Reservations TTOR T FPD, APD 10.72
Subtotal 213.00

TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 339.31
East Medfield
O1d Scout Land Tovwm of Medfeld RE 140
Millbrook Road Town of Medfield RS WFPD 5.30
Pumping Station Town of Medfield RE WPD 2474 Well Site
Adjacent to pumping station Town of Medfield 49
Off High Street Town of Medfield CONCOM RT WFD 56.18
Off Elm Street Town of Medfield CONCOM RE 3.12
Elm Street . Town of Medfield CONCOM RT : 2.00 '
Danielson Pond Town of Medfield RT WPD, APD 7.98 Donated in 1993
(reat Brook Land Town of Medfield RT 21.30 Purchased, 1994

TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 139.52

ol
4
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Parcel Name Ovwner GIS # - Manager Zoning Overlays ‘Acreage Comment
Medfield Center
Oid Pariinson Property Private RS WPD 7133 61.68mCR
o : 9.65 1 APR
Mezetinghouss Pond Town of Medfieid CONCOM RU FPD 1.00
Town of Medfield CONCOM RS WPD 6.63
Town of Medfield CONCOM RS APD, WPD 13.47  Site of Grist Mill
Used for fishing and
skating
North Strest Town of MedSeld CONCOM. RS WFPD 5.50
Vine Lake Cemetery Town of Medfield CONCOM RS FPD 31.90
TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 129.83
Noorn Hill Area
Noon Hill Reservation Town of Medfield ACOE RT 116.00 Several Miles of trails
Noon Hill Reservation Town of Medfield ACOE RT 24.80 through woods, fields,
Noon Hill Reservation Town of Medfield CONCOM RT WPD 14422 and apond.
Noon Hill Reservation Town of Medfield CONCOM - - RT FPD, WPD 2.30 Used for fishine and
Noon Hill Reservation The Trustess of Reservations TTOR T ¥PD 207.00 hikine Scenico :
Noon Hill Reservation The Trustees of Reservations TTOR RT FPD 21.67 Py =
oIl peak.
TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 513.99
North Medfield
Bospital Well Site Commonwealth of Mass D™MH RT WPD 21.87
Hospital Well Site Town of Medfieid RT WPD 3.44
Hospital Well Site Town of Medfeld RT WPD 82
Subtotal 26.13




GIS# Manager

Parcel Name Owner Zoning Overlays Acreage  Comment

North Medfield {continued)

Castle Hill Land Town of Medfield CONCOM T 9.26 Trail

Transfer Station Site Town of Medfield E FPD, APD 20.26

Off North Street Town of Medfield RT WPD 2.07

Gff North Street Town of Medfield RT WPD 6.58

Rocky Woods Reservation The Trustess of Reservations TTOR RT WPD 488.0 Has several ponds;
picanic fables and
faciiities; pavilion;
softbatl feld; trails for
hiking, cross-coumtry
skiing horseback
nding, Parking Area.

Fork Factory Brook The Trustees of Reservations TTOR RT WPD, APD 12490 Trails for walking,
nature study, bizd
watching. Site of
former fork factory.

Upper Charles Conservation Upper Charles Conservation, CCCT RT APD 40 Donatedin 1993

Inc.
Subtotal §35.07
TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA

.

681.20



Parcei Name Owuer GIS#  Manager Zoning Gverlays Acreage Comiment

Southeast Medfield
Of Plain Sireet Town of Medfield CONCOM RT WPD 13.30
Off Plain Street Town of Medfeld CONCOM RT 3.10
Rocky Lane Town of Medfield CONCOM RT : 740
TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 23.80
Stop River _
Natizral Vailey Storage Medfeld Sporismer’s Club ACOE RT PD 2003 ACOEhesCRon
Project parcels it does not
Private » ACOE RT D 29.11 own
Private ACOE RT FPD 16.19
Private ACOE T FPD 330
Private ACOE RT FPD 16.60
Private ‘ ACOE RT FPD 24.03
Private : ACOE RT FPD 1.48
Town of Medfield ACOE RT ¥PD 1.40
Town of Medfield ACOE RT D 7.00
Town of Medfield ACOE RT FPD 1400
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers ACOE RT FPD 50.36
US. Ammy Corp of Engineers ACCE - RT FPD 5371
U.S. Ammy Corp of Engineers ACOR RT FPD 21.40
U.S. Armay Corp of Engimeers ACOE RT FPD 9.70
U.S. Armmy Corp of Engineers ACCE " RT FPD 21.24
U.S. Armv Corp of Enginesrs ACOE RT FPD v 1.56
U.S. Army Corp of Enginesers ACOE RT FPD 2.06
U.S. Army Corp of Enginesrs ACOE RT FPD 1.00
Town of Medfield RY FPD 3.20
The Trustees of Reservations : TTOR RT FPD 191.41

TOTAL OPEN SPACE IN AREA 494.38
TOTAL MEDFIELD OPEN SPACE 2594.73




| KEY
Manavger Zoning Commenis
DEM Massachusetts Department of Environinental A Agrnicultural CR Conservation
Mgmt Restriction
ACOE U.S. Army Corp of Engineers IE: Industriel, Extensive APR -Agricutiural Preservation Restriction
TTOR The Trustees of Reservations RT Residentizl, Town
WE&S Water and Sewerage Board RS Residential, Suburban Qverlavs
CONCOM  Conservation Commnission RE Residential, Estate FPD Flood Plain District
WGC Westwood Gun Chub RU Residential, Urban APD Aguifer Protection District
UCCT Upper Charles Conservation, Inc. Bl Busipess Industrial WPD Watershed Protection Disirict
MSP Mediield Sporismen’s Chub

SR




inventory of Open Space Lands with Little Protection

Parcel Name Ovwner GISE Manager Zoning Qverlays Acreage Comment
No Name Private RE WFD 10.90
Westwood Gun Club Westwood Gun Clab WGC RS 12.74
Medfield State Hospital Commonvwealth of Mass DMH BI 22785 Has treil, and is
used for bird
: watching
Wardner Farm Trust Wardner Farm Trust NHC RT WPD 29.00  {sed for drag
Wardner Farm Trust Wardner Farm Trust NHC RT WPD, APD 52.00  punts, horse
shows, nding
CanT.
No Name Private RS 17.60
Medfield Sportsmen’s Cinb Medfeld Sportsmen’s MSP RS 2980 Trep mange, rifle
Club TaRgEe
Medfield Sportsmen’s Club Medfield Sporismen’s MSP RT 14.50
_ Club '
Total 414.39
KEY
Manager Zoning Overlavs
DEM Massachusetts Departinept of Environmental A Agricaltural FPD Flood Plain District
Mgmi
ACOE U.S. Army Corp of Engineers E Industrial, APD Agquifer Protection District
Extepsive
TTOR The Trustees of Reservations RT Residential, Town WPD Watershed Protecion District
W&S Water and Sewerage Board RS Residential,
‘ Suburban
CONCOM  Conservation Commuission RE Residential, Estate
WGC Westwood Gua Club RU Residential, Urban
UCCT Upper Charles Conservation, Inc. - BI Business Industrial
i MSP Medfield Sportsmen’s Club

Y
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Inventory of Existing Outdoor Recreauton Facilities

Facility Name Acreage GIS # Manager Racilities Activities Comments

Hinkley Pond 19.20 PR Swim Pord, 2 docks, play Swimming, children’s play  Vine Brook and
eguipment, bathbouse, picnic zrea, volievball, picnicking  associated wetlands
tables, natire trails, bleachers, traverse site.
griils. shuffieboard, unmpaved
perking area, volleyball court,
playground

Baxter Park 1.0 Pr Grassy area, memornal Passive recreation, free
momzment, flag pole, lighting ceremony,
announcement board Mermorial Day ceremoniss

Metacomet Pari 8.70 PR Fenced Little League field, with  Little League baseball Trat to Kingsbury
bleachers, shed and lights, soccer, tennis, children’s Pond is planned
barting cage, soccer field, tot lot, play area
picnpic tables, paddng area, four
(4) Lighted tenmis courts

Peak House 1.00 HC

Fifty-Six Acres 36.36 PR Two sofiball fields Sofiball, baseball

Ralph Wheelock Fields 102.92 SD Oge softbali/Litfle League feld,  Softball, baseball, soccer,
3-6 soccer fields, foothall field, 3 football, basketball, and
basketball backboards on paved  children’s play area
surface, play equipment, parking
area

Dale Steet Fields 20.90 SD Play equipment, paved area with  Baseball, softball, flag Town managed
two basketball backboards, 3 football, children’s play area  tenmis court is
playerounds, multi-purpose across Dale Street.
grassed field with 2 Memoriai School
softhall/Little Leagne fields, fields included
parking lot




Facility Name Acreage GIS # Manager Facilities Activities Comments
Medfield Ji/Sr High School 73.29 5D Omne footbail field, 2 baseball Footbail, basebali, field South Platn Brocok
Telds, 1 field hockey feld, 2 hockey, softball, frack, rans through site.
practice football felds, 1 basketball, tennis
sofiball freld, 1 frack, 2 paved
tennis/basketball coarts, 2
basketball courts, parking area
Raker’s Pond. 1.00 PR Benches, green spaces, pond Skating, aishing site of
anmual Medfeld Day
Memonal Park ' 35 PR Gazebo, lawn Concerts, weddings, sitting

Total Qutdoor Recreation Area 28472

Key
Managez
PR Park and Recreation Commission
SD School Department

HC © Historical Commission

N




Inventory of Existing Indoor Recreation Facilities

Facility Name

Manager

Facilities

Activities

Comments

Memorial Elementary School

Dale Street School

Hanna Adams Pfaff Community Center

Ralph Wheelock School

Thomas A Blske Middie School

Amos C. Kingsbury High School

School Department

School Department

Park and Recreation

School Department

School Depaxtment' '

School Departmuent

A combined gym-auditorivm with
seating capacity around 2350,
basketball backboard, stags and
piano. Cafeteria suitable ior mesting
2nd arts and crafls

A combined gym-auditorium with
seating capacity around 350, two
basketball backboards and stage.
Cafeteria suitable for meetings and
arts and crafts

Kitchen, meeting and activity rooms,
parking area, sand box and picoic
tables outside

Cafetenia-anditorium with stage and
seating capacity around 300. Two
gyms with basketball courts.

Cafeteria-auditorium with stage and
sezting capacity around 300. Gym
with two sections (each wifh . -
bleachers, basketball courts, and
Jocker rooms). Total seating Capacity
around 600.

Gym with two ssctions (each with
basketball couxts, bleachers, and
locker rooms. Andience capacity is
500, capacity for socials is 800.
Auditorium with stage has capaciiy
of 350, cafeteria has capacity around
225.

Theater, indoor Sports,
Meetings, arts and crafts

Indcor sports including
volleyball, gymnastics,
basketball, movies, band and
érll. Meetings, arts and crafis

Meetings, vouth and senior
citizen activities, dances, Park
and Recreation Commission
offices

Meztings, theater, arts and
crafts, and mdoor sports
{basketball, volleyball,
Symnastics)

Meetings, theater, movies,
etc., Indoor sports such as
badminton, volleyball,
basketball, gymnastics, etc.
and dances -

A1l types of imndoor sports
including volleybali,
basketball, badminton, and
gvmnastics. Large meetings,
theater, movies, shows, etc.
Meetings, arts and crafis, etc.
Weight room.

Former High School
converted (G recreation
use




Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B Lands

Tables 15, 16, and 17 list the Chapter 61, 61A, 61B lands in Medfield, Chapters 61, forestry
lands, have declined from 163,45 acres in 1994 to 132.33 acres in 1999, This represents a decline
of approximately 19 percent. Although there is a reduction in the amount of land held under
Chapter 61, a portion of these acres that were removed from Chapter 61 were purchased by the
Town for Conservation Purposes,

The amount of agricultural land, Chapter 61A, had a slight increase from 29:52 acres to 31.39
acres since 1994, Chapter 61B, recreational land, has remained the same with 193.29 acres from
1994 to 1999. Overall, the total amount of land under Cliapter 61, 61A, and 61B has decreased
by 29.25 acres or 7.5% since 1994, These lands should be considered as suitable for protection
through acquisition, conservation restrictions or other means.

Table 15, Chapter 61 Land (Forestry)

Chapter 61

Map/Parcel Acreage ' ~ Location

1. 45-55A ‘ 17,90 Foundry Street
45-74 1.43 Foundry Street
45-54 18.75 Foundry Street
45-60 27.34 Foundry Street

2. 39-2A 2.90 Philip Street
39-4A ' 1.20 Philip Street
FO-H0A 26.70 Philip Street

3. S144A 19.11 Main Street

4. _6Q:5h, 17.00 Hartford Street

 @hipter 61 Total 132,33



Table 16, Chapter 61A Land (Agricultuyre)

Chapter 61A
Map/l"arcel ) Acreage Location

1. 52-42 2.40 Linden Court
52-47 : 4.71 ~ Nebo Stroet
52~109 . 92 Main Street
60-25 6.96 Main Street

2. 14-12A 16.40

Chapter 61A Total 31.39

Table 17. Chapter 61B Land (Recreation)

- Chapter 618

Map/Parcel Acreage ~ Location

1. 57-20 4.40 School Strest
57-21IR 25.00 Wight Street
57-68 1.49 School Street

2. 21-01 . 1.30 Noon Hill Road
21-02 29.80 Noon Hill Road
27-01 14.50 Rear Causeway St

3. 8206 27.60 North Street
74-01 21.40 Pine Street
65-01 52.00 . North Street
73-13 3,50 North Street

4. §3-11 o 12.30 Main Street

Chapter 618 Total 193.29

Grand Total 357,01

74y



CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS
Medfield Conservation Commission

{ocation

Map | Parcel | Acres Grantor Purpose Public Access Date Aquired | Deed - Bk & pg Other
62 Bridge Street 41 17 8200 sf Michael Curatola Conservation. no 7/16/2002 16868 /7 286 Scenic, flood & natural
Bridlefield Lane 5 56 63-65! 154 Bridlefield HOA Conservation yes 11/12/2004 21759 /488 Scenic,ecosystyems, side frails
32 Erik Road 59 1106 & 107 2.73 Canton Terrace LLC & Conservation no 12/7/2012 30773 /179 Open Space Preservation

Edward Musto

56 - 60 Harding St 13 22 4.56 Michae! Larkin Conservation no 11/1/2013 31869 / 589 Water supply,flood, nature
off Homestead Dr 29 40 453 R & P Rowen Trust Conservation no 3/30/2000 147130/ 130 Open Space Preservation
589 - 608 Main St 43 127 3.25 |Michael & Theresa Taylor] Conservation yes 11/6/2002 17561 1 425 Scenic, wetlands
North Street 57 {21&22] 6.89 Michael J. Cronin Conservation yes 8/15/2008 25850 / 347
North St at Dover line 81 31 4.09 {Randolph & Marian Catlin Conservation yes additional land for cons. & rec.
120 Pine Street 3.92 Chris & Martha Smick Conservation yes | Scenic, public trails, easement]
22 School Street 57 22 Michael & Barbara Cronin Conservation yes
Tubwreck Road 61 12 10.84 Paul Borretli Conservation no 8/17/1990 66151 /191 Residents only
19 Wight Street 57 21 7 Michael & Barbara Cronin trail easement yes 6/19/08 25850 / 368

CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS
The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR)

Location Map | Parcel | Acres Grantor Purpose Public Access | Date Acquired Deed - Bk & pg Other
363 & 353 Main St 43 2267 11.98 { Stephen & Lynn Brown Conservation no 12/30/2011 28508/ 571 wetland wildlife presecvation
North / Pine Streets 54 Robert & Barbara Macleo Conservation no Open space preservation
Orchard Rd adj to Charles Rive| 7 11 10.7 | Trustees of Reservations Conservation yes Recreational use,open space

CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS

Other
Location Map { Parcel | Acres Grantor Purpose Public Access Date Acquired Deed - Bk & pg Other
lot 9 Sturbridge Rd 67 20 8647st Hoover Realty Trust  |Easement - Trail & Utility| yes 1/17/1997 11665 /180 BOS - Woodcliff Hills



Map 6 - Unique Features
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Map 7A - Medfield Conservation Managed Lands
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COMMUNITY VISION

Description of Process

The Plan update made use of several methods for obtaining the range of opinions necessary for
clarifying the Town’s goals. The Committee distributed to households a comprehensive survey exploring
attitudes on open space and recreational subjects in different formats between 2012 and 2013. The
Committee also interviewed numerous Town Boards and outside conservation groups.

The Board of Selectmen, Board of Water and Sewerage, Planning Board, Board of Health, Historical
Commission, Town Administrator and Medfield State Hospital M lanning Committee all shared
their opinions on open space acquisition, management and re nal development. Additionally, The
Trustees of Reservations, Bay Circuit Alliance and Upper C
visions for open space preservation in Medfield and be (

tion Commission and Parks
their expertise in the

Town public buildings. The online form
internet links published in local news

improvement and m
the Committee with
responses proved partictilaz
the following sections of t

respondents. _

o Responses also d support for increased recreation programs for children,
improved facilities se purposes, and a more comprehensive trails system.

o High proportions of residents reported no usage, or awareness, of nine of the properties
mentioned. This finding shows a widespread need for education particularly access to open
space parcels and trails.

o Residents cited the Town’s rural character and natural beauty as major reasons for living in
Medfield. Preservation of open space both for water and conservation needs and for
recreational needs were ranked as important by over 90% of respondents. Access to water
resources and expanded trails and open space links also were ranked highly.

o The highest priorities for action ranked in order, are open field sports properties, improved
swimming facilities, indoor recreation programs, hiking amenities and playgrounds.
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Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals

Residents cite the Town’s natural beauty, small scale, and substantial areas of open space as being
among the most important characteristics of the community. Respondents overwhelmingly have
expressed their desire to preserve the natural resources of the Town by means of strategic open space
acquisitions. Furthermore, residents have identified pressing needs for the improvement of active
recreational facilities and the expansion of recreational programs, particularly for children. Those
expectations remain tempered by the financial constraints of recent years and by the competition for
funds from significant investments in public structures in the near future.

Guided by the foregoing survey responses and sources, the Con mlttee recommends these goals in
furthering the town’s Open Space and Recreational Plan: .
o Preserve the Town’s rural appeal and protect its. water resources by controlling development
and acquiring open space properties consistent Wlth maintaining: tax and fiscal discipline
o Increase the use of existing open space pro\\f ies by improving access expandmg and
maintaining trails, and developing maps, S!g s and online information about all types of open
space : »
o Increase active recreational opportunities through Town fundmg and/or aIIowmg private
development of multi-use facilities
o Expand other recreational activities and programs
o Explore financing alternatives to direct borrowmg mcludmg State grants and the Community
Preservation Act t
o Strengthen the Town’s commitment to the above goals by mtegr‘\tmg the Plan with a robust
Master Plan that is reviewed and updated on a regularbasis '
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ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

Summary of Resource Protection Needs

The increase in development pressures, reported in the previous Open Space and Recreation Plan, has
diminished somewhat in recent years due to the recession and the completion of development on
several large plots. Nonetheless, development in Medfield continues to take place on marginal lands
that have poor soil, ledge, and/or wetlands. The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, in
conjunction with the Conservation Commission, has continued to advocate successfully yearly
appropriations at Town Meeting to buy open space land that becomes available for purchase. The Town
has been proactive in using this Land Purchase Account to purchase open space and continues to
prioritize the remaining open space in town. The Town also has been proactive in encouraging residents
to use Conservation Restrictions to further protect private open space.

The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee has determined that there are two parcels of land that
remain, as they have in previous Open Space and Recreation plans, as the number one priority for open
space acquisition. The first parcel is the Wardner Farm Trust Land;, which is privately owned and
commonly referred to as the “Hunt Club.Property”. This property, maintained and used by the Norfolk
Hunt Club, is comprised of approximati hundred acres and is currently used for bird watching,
simulated fox hunting, horse shows, an ng.camp. This land is located both in an aquifer protection
district and a watershed protection district and is‘currently zoned RT:{residential, town). There is

operation. Since the complet |
property bordering the Hunt Club’ P‘ ¢ 1e of its trails. In connection with

e Asection of the H spital srte : used as a landfill and bordering the Charles River was cleaned up,

with landfill materials femoved entirely from the site or relocated to a lined, vegetated area
outside of the riverfrontarea. The landfill site was then restored to wetlands. This section of
the hospital site will remain as open space, under the administration of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation {“DCR”).

e Several large open areas were given to the Town for use as recreational areas.

e A second landfill adjacent to the Hospital campus was removed.

e Following legislative approval, the State sold two major parcels of the Hospital site to the Town
in December 2014. Parcel A comprises the core campus of approximately 87.3 acres and Parcel
B1, known as the sledding hill, includes approximately 39.8 acres. The State also transferred to
the Town the approximately 6.4 acre parcel surrounding the nonoperating well field. The State
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will transfer to the Town the parcel of approximately 0.9 acres containing the former laundry
building upon the completion of environmental remediation of that parcel. The Town will
consider various options for the development of those parcels and a share of any development
proceeds will be returned to the State. The development of this site likely will include housing
or business options, and the site will offer opportunities for new trails connecting the Hospital
recreation and DCR open space with other town open spaces. The State will retain Parcel A1,
consisting of approximately 36.8 acres of agriculturally zoned land east of the core campus, and
Parcel A2 comprising 37.8 acres of undeveloped land west of the core campus.

e The settlement meets and exceeds open space objectives for this land as provided in the
previous Open Space and Recreation Plan. Planning for the Hospital campus area and use of the
new recreational lands will be major activities in the next several years.

The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee recognlzes that t ef\' are other important parcels in
town and other areas of town that remain in unprotected private ownékshlp and will always be
susceptible to development pressures. In addition to'the above named priorlty areas, there is little
protection in the southeastern area of Town. Sincé the previous Open Space and Recreation Plan, the
town has exercised its right of first refusal on foreétry and in this area to acquire a site known as Red
Gate Farm. The Red Gate Farm site borders other Tow owned conservation land i inthe area and
contains an additional access trail. The land acquisition was approved by a Town Meetmg in 2013 and
consummated in 2015 following the withdrawal of a lawsuit f!ledﬂby a developer contesting the Town’s
purchase. Recently, the Department of Envnronmental Protecttq‘n‘h_as released a UMass Amherst set of
BioMaps that identify prime wildlife habitat areas based on aerial ’s\jrveys land types, and undisturbed
area size. One large segment in Medfield consists of undeveloped Iand ‘bordering the Stop River, a
Charles River tributary. While much of this land is protected by the Wetlands Protection Act, some of it
might be developed thereby threatenmg its habitat value. The Open Space and Recreation Plan
Committee will continue to monitor these areas andf‘.vrecommend critical new open space acquisition
whenever possible. The Committee will continue to monitor other Forestry land for which the Town has
the right of first refusal and advocate the exercise of this right on parcels that supplement and increase
the value of current open space and conservation land.

The Open Space and Recreétion Plan Committee is concerned with the protection of the scenic vistas
and appearance of the entrances to the Town. The Route 27 corridor from the intersection of Route 109
north to the Sherborn town line is a modern two-lane highway that passes through undeveloped, open
wetlands and forest. Since the previous Open Space and Recreation Plan, there has been some
development along the section of the highway close to the center of Town. The remainder is
undeveloped and largely protected as State Forest (under DCR jurisdiction) and the Natural Valley Flood
Storage Area under the management of the Army Corps of Engineers. Other sections are part of the
Hospital land and the Town will decide their disposition. Other entrances into the Town have been
described as rural-residential areas of “forested open space and wetlands dotted with historic sites”.
Some protective measures affecting the main routes through the Town that have been taken since the
previous plan are:
e The establishment of a Historic Area on Route 109 between Bridge Street and the center of
Town. This area includes a conservation restriction on land bordering and inside the Historic
Area.
e A conservation restriction just off Route 109 on the Eastern side of Town, protecting the scenic
vista there.
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Residents consistently have mentioned in Open Space and Recreation Plan surveys that preserving the
rural character and country atmosphere of Medfield is a priority and in some cases the primary reason
for locating in Medfield. Open spaces, woodlands, wetlands and pastures contiguous to the major
routes in Town contribute to the character of the Town and must be preserved to the maximum extent
possible.

Summary of Community Needs

The following summary is excerpted from the Park and Recreation Commission’s 2014 Open Space and
Recreation Plan approved November 2014. The Town of Medfield Parks and Recreation Department
offers a diverse array of recreation programs serving residents of all ages, cultures, and abilities.
Medfield Parks and Recreation provided over 350 programs in 2014 including team sports, enrichment
classes, day camps, arts and fitness classes. The Park and Recreation Commission oversees the
maintenance and landscaping of 12 acres of Town property and 13 acres of athletic fields. Town
properties include the Pfaff Community Center, Metacomet Park, McCarthy Park, Hinkley Swim Pond,
Meeting House Pond, Town Hall, Library, Police/Fire Station, Baxter Memorial Park, Historical Society,
Lowell-Mason House, Dwight Derby House and the Dale Street Court. The athletic field properties
include 7 baseball fields, 4 tennis courts, 3 storage buildings, 2 large athletic fields, 2 small athletic fields,
2 playgrounds and a swim pond.

Medfield Parks and Recreation generaté‘id S420,5 8 in revenue through program fees, field and rentals

Development of recreatton facu ities to address the diverse needs of the commumty

2. .Expansion of recreatlon opportunmes to ali segments of the population

3. “Mamtenance and expansmn of the existing ‘trail system throughout Medfield through the
ver;f"canon of trail easements, mappmg of existing trails and expansion of the trails system to
link exrstmg conservation and recreafton areas and facilities using such digital resources as
openstreetmap.org.

4. Increased pub);\goutreach'ahd awareness regarding scope of services.

The Open Space and Recreéti n}szur‘v'ey indicated that 44 out of 55 (80%) of respondents would be
willing to contribute to a town fund limited to the acquisition of open space or indoor/outdoor
recreational facilities. 47 out of 62 (75.81%) of respondents indicated the Town should reserve
additiona! funds in order to develop / improve active recreational facilities. The need for a new
recreation center and swimming facility was consistently expressed in the comments component of the
survey. The revitalization of active recreational facilities would serve as the next step in addressing the
open space and recreation needs of the Town since approving purchase of the Medfield State Hospital
property in March 2014.
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Summary of Management Needs, Potential Change of Use

As discussed earlier, the Town has led a very pro-active approach to acquiring open space, adding trails
and providing linkages to recreational areas. However, the Town has not been clear as to whose
responsibility it is to maintain and manage these properties. In some cases it is not clear if the land is
under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission, the Department of Public Works, the Park and
Recreation Commission, or the town in general. A comprehensive management plan for all open space
and recreational areas needs to be developed. This will provide a tool to address not only the daily
maintenance issues of the open space and recreational areas but also allow for the development of long
term goals for these properties. This will result in a more efficient use and operation of each parcel. It
will identify the possibility of expanding facilities and resource sharing between different groups in
Town. Currently management plans, generally specifying mowing areas and frequency, are in place for a
small number of Conservation lands. Plans are in place to identify trail improvements and trail
maintenance needs.

Some management activities undertaken since the last ‘Open Space and Recreation Plan and future plans
include: - :
e Agricultural Use of Holmquist Land: The Holmqulst land,‘acquired by the Town around the time
of the last Open Space and Recreation Plan, was formerly used for agriculture. To continue
agriculture uses, some of the land has ) used for the-Town’s Community Gardens and for a

ned ponds deteriorated due to invasive and
ission, at the request of the Board of

iplic‘%icltion and dredging. Preventive measures, such

as aeration, were taken at some of sites. Follow up measures, of lesser cost and impact than the

initial measures, have been taken and will continue to be taken when needed.

e Distribution of Open Space Maps: The Conservation Commission has distributed maps of
Medfield open space to Town residents to acquaint them with the town's extensive resources.
The first set of maps did not show trails and will need updates to show new acquisitions, some
of which have been described above. The Conservation Commission will update the maps to
show new open space acquisitions and major trails. The Commission will investigate updating
the maps to on-line or published guides showing the natural and geological features of
accessible open space and trails to help promote knowledge, use, and appreciation of our open
space.

e Open Space Marking: The Conservation Commission placed markers on many Town-owned
trails and entrances to Town-owned Conservation land. Additional effort is needed to increase
these markers and to add signage showing open space locations and access points and
indicating trail intersections and directions.

¢ Invasive Species Control: The Conservation Commission is in the process of forming a
committee to provide residents with information on invasive plants and alternatives to invasive
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plants that are used in gardens. The Committee may also aid the Commission in recognizing and
removing invasive plants from Town-owned lands.

e New Trail Acquisition and Construction: The Planning Board, in reviewing new developments,
often succeeds in obtaining new trails through the developments that connect with other trails
or facilitate pedestrian or bicycle use. The Conservation Commission will monitor new
developments and work with the Planning Board to include important connecting trails in them.

e Access: Since the last Open Space and Recreation Plan, the Conservation Commission has
approved a general set of guidelines for trail construction (specifying trail width and guidance on
the kinds of vegetation to be cleared). The Conservation Commission will try to identify trails
that are not in compliance with these guidelines and make efforts to bring them in compliance
where possible (using Department of Public Works resources or volunteer efforts). The
Conservation Commission also will identify additional feg ments for handicapped access and
prioritize town trails for upgrades to support full acée'ss“. ‘

The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee will contmue to work thh the owners of large tracts of
land in Medfield including DCR, the Trustees of Reservatlons the Medfield Sportsmen s Club, and the
Wardner Farm Trust, to ensure that separate management programs are not at odds with each other
and work to complement each other. :

" As noted above, the Medfield State Hospital site will experiéncgéthange of use likely including housing,
business, recreation, and open space. Substantial tracts retained by the State are reserved for
recreational use and as open space under the administration of DCR (the attached Map Eight - Medfield
State Hospital Strategic Reuse Master Plan depicts that property and the surrounding lands). The site
offers new opportunities for additional open space, recreational activities; and connecting trails allowing
pedestrian or bike access to other Charles River open spaces (administered by the Army Corps of
Engineers, DCR, and theTrustees of Reservations), Medfield recreational facilities, and the Town Center.
The Town in December 2014 created the Medfield State Hospital Master Planning Committee (“MSH
Master Planning Committee”).. The MSH Master Planning Committee meets regularly with its
designated planning consultant, disseminates surveys on potential uses to Town residents, and works
with other Town boards in order to develop redevelopment alternatives for eventual Town action.

The Town nheeds to continue its efforts to seek and obtain alternate sources of funding to implement
open space and recreation goals; including State and federal grants and private fundraising. The Town
must continue to explore other mechanisms, exemplified by zoning bylaws, to meet open space goals.

The potential development of a model to achieve full cost recovery through the modification of
programs as well as field and facilities fees for active recreation offers another avenue to fund
initiatives. A business centered strategy would increase the level of transparency and garner public
support as the Town proceeds with the purchase of the State Hospital property. Another key
component of the plan incorporates a ‘core/non-core analysis’ of the services offered by the Parks and
Recreation Department. Parks and Recreation Department services would be categorized as ‘essential’,
‘important’, and ‘value-added”:

‘Essential’ - Mandated by law. Protects and supports the public’s health and safety
‘Important’— Supported by community and viewed as valuable public good

‘Value-Added’ — program, service and facility goes above and beyond what is required by Town.
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The implementation of a cost recovery model would enable the Town to build facilities with cost
recovery in mind. Construction of any recreation facility would require the development of a business
plan to guide its management and pricing programs based on their true value.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
OPEN SPACE

GOAL 1: Acquire additional lands for conservation and passive recreation

Obijectives:

a) Maximize the use of programs and financing tools in order to purchase or receive by
donation interests in conservation properties. Examples of such interests include fee simple
ownership, conservation restrictions, easements and development rights.

b) Support the enactment of real estate development policies and bylaws that result in set
asides for open space and linkages between such shared areas.

GOAL 2: Protect scenic views, historic sites, agricultural uses and wildlife habitat

Objectives:
a) Enhance opportunities for public appreciation of scenic views

b) By preserving historic sites, maintain links to-the Town's rich history
¢) Encourage agricultural cultivation on certain Town lands
d) Protect the Town’s wildlife. populations by preserving habitat and corridors

GOAL 3: Protect water resources and accessito them

Objectives:
a) Protect aquifer:revcharg
sheds . \
b) Preserve acces‘sl_'to rivers,
observation :

 areas for d ter and for clean groundwater flows to river

s for passive recreation, fishing and nature

GOAL 4: _Exb;and links bé-tWeen open space and recr‘eg::t‘i:d\n sites

Oblectlves
a) Increase opportunltles for Town resndents to access open spaces for various purposes

b) Improve the quality of the trail system
c¢) Increase pubhc awareness of, and access to, trails and conservation areas
d) Maintain green corndors for wildlife migration pathways

GOAL 5: Improve the Town’s open space areas

Obijectives:

a) Increase the residents’ awareness of open space properties

b) Expand and enhance parking and access to open space areas by means of trails from non-
Town conservation areas

c) Develop management procedures and standards for maintaining Town open spaces and
access

d) Strengthen residents’ commitment to open space as an irreplaceable resource
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GOALS AND OBIJECTIVES
RECREATION

GOAL 1: Develop recreation facilities to address the diverse needs of the community.

Obijectives:

a) Build a new community center on a new site.
1. Secure funding for study evaluating the development of available open space and follow

Permanent Building Committee recommendatld :

2. Finalize site: Dale St., Green St., Hospital Rd., Ice House Rd., or other suitable location
3. Update the comprehensive recreation Center plan w;th cost/revenue predictions.

b) Provide ADA compliance and accessibility to pubhc facilities and spaces.

c) Expand trails system to link existing consen ation and recreation.areas and facilities.

d) Improve the quality and safety of the,;Tg W properties mamtamedgpy Parks & Recreation.

GOAL 2: Provide recreation opportunities that enhance the quahty of life for aII ag_y‘s‘ cultures and
abilities. .

Objectives: :

a) Structure the Park and Recreation Comm;ssmn to meet the recreation demands of a
growing and changing population.: =

b) Expand program opportunities for youth, adults and seniors.

¢) Modify programs to accommodate persons with disabilities, speaal needs and ensure
American with Disabilities Act compliance.

d) Provide sufficient and consistent maintenance of all recreation areas.

e) Incorporate park systerninto program offerings (sports, exercise, walking, etc.).

f) . Further develop a Friends of Parks & Recreation group to assist in fundraising.

g) Enhance relationships with Town departments, residents and other civic organizations to
implement collaborative programming.

h) Identify map and distribute information on walking & equestrian trails.

i) Maintain and enhance links with Rocky Woods Reservation.

Goal 3: Improve communication and coordination between Park and Recreation department, Medfield
Public Schools, youth sports organizations and other towns to maximize sharing of resources.

Objectives:

a) Ensure maximum and most efficient use of available facilities.

b) Institute regular forums for communication among groups and organizations.

c) Explore opportunities for the development and utilization of regional recreation
facilities, shared among Medfield and adjacent towns.

62



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
OPEN SPACE

GOAL 1: Acquire additional lands for conservation and passive recreation

Obijectives:

a) Maximize the use of programs and financing tools in order to purchase or receive by
donation interests in conservation properties. Examples of such interests include fee simple
ownership, conservation restrictions, easements and development rights.

b) Support the enactment of real estate development policies and bylaws that result in set
asides for open space and linkages between such.shared areas.

GOAL 2: Protect scenic views, historic sites, agricultural uses and wildlife habitat

Objectives:

a) Enhance opportunities for public appreciation of scenic views

b) By preserving historic sites, maintain links to the Town’s rich history

c¢) Encourage agricultural cultivation on certain Town lands

d) Protect the Town’s wildlife populations by preserving habitat and corridors

GOAL 3: Protect water resources and acc

Objectives: y
Protect aquife

GOAL 5: Improve the Town’sgpen space areas

Objectives:
a) Increase the residents’ awareness of open space properties

b) Expand and enhance parking and access to open space areas by means of trails from non-
Town conservation areas

c) Develop management procedures and standards for maintaining Town open spaces and
access

d) Strengthen residents’ commitment to open space as an irreplaceable resource
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

RECREATION

GOAL 1: Develop recreation facilities to address the diverse needs of the community.

Objectives:
a) Build a new community center on a new site.
1. Secure funding for study evaluating the development of available open space and follow
Permanent Building Committee recommendations.
2. Finalize site: Dale St., Green St., Hospital Rd., Ice House Rd., or other suitable location
3. Update the comprehensive recreation Center pfan with cost/revenue predictions.
b) Provide ADA compliance and accessibility to:public facilities and spaces.
c) Expand trails system to link existing conservation and recreation areas and facilities.
d} Improve the quality and safety of the Town properties maintained by Parks & Recreation.

GOAL 2: Provide recreation opportunities that enhance the quality of life for all ages, cultures, and
abilities.

Objectives:

a) Structure the Park and Recreatlon Commissmn to meet the recreation demands of a
growing and changmg population. . -

Expa nd program opport‘umtles for youth adults and semors

; s Wit bllmes special needs and ensure

Provide sufﬁcrent and con istent mainten nce of all recreation areas.

e} Incorporate park sys};em _mtq“ am offef’i’ngs (sports, exercise, walking, etc.).

f)  Further develop a Friends of Parks ¢ ation group to assist in fundraising.

g) Enhance relationships with Town depart;_’; nts, residents and other civic organizations to
implement collaborative programming.

h) Identify map and distribute qurmatlon on walking & equestrian trails.

i) Maintain and enhance links with Rocky Woods Reservation.

Goal 3: Improve communication and coordination between Park and Recreation department, Medfield
Public Schools, youth sports organizations and other towns to maximize sharing of resources.

Obijectives:

a) Ensure maximum and most efficient use of available facilities.

b) Institute regular forums for communication among groups and organizations.

c) Explore opportunities for the development and utilization of regional recreation
facilities, shared among Medfield and adjacent towns.
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GOAL 1:

GOAL 2:

FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN
OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS
Acquire additional lands for conservation and passive recreation

Recommendations:

a) Budget funds annually for open space acquisition fund to be managed by Conservation
Commission

b) Incorporate the Open Space and Recreation Plan in the Town’s Master Plan and review the
Plan annually _

c} Work with Planning Board to study possible changes to development bylaws that enhance
open space preservation and linkages

d) Consider passing the Community Preservation Actin order to raise Town funds and
matching State grants for open space acguisition and historic preservation

e) Identify privately-owned undeveloped parcels that are candidates for acquisition for open
space purposes

Protect scenic views, historic sites, agricultural uses and wildlife habitat

Recommendations:
Scenic Views:
a) Mamtam ex15t|ng open spaces and scenic V\w1th|n Medfleld State Hospital in concert

crossings) ~
¢) Support grants

L.conservation restrictions.and purchases of development rights

Hlstonc Sltes

‘Va) .Consider passmg the Communlty Prese) atlon Act
*b) :Support the preservatlon and rehabilitation of historically important buildings at Medfield

~ State Hospital :
c) Protect historic resoutces by enfor

ing Demolition Delay Bylaw and Archaeological Bylaw

Agricultural Uses:
a) By completmg the purchase of the designated parcels of Medfield State Hospital, ensure
that the State’ Wlu, restrict existing agricultural parcels to agricultural uses
b) Support the use ‘offtﬁe following State designations for qualifying lands:
a. Chapter 61: usage is restricted to forestry under State guidelines
b. Chapter 61A: limited to agricultural use
c. Chapter 61B: usage is restricted to passive recreation in an undeveloped state
c) Encourage expansion of agricultural activities by leasing or licensing Town land for that
purpose

Wildlife Habitat
a) Protect wildlife corridors by maintaining trails and open fields on Town lands
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GOAL3:

Preserve habitat through acquisition of contiguous open space parcels, conservation
easements and restrictions and development rights

Support investigation of the role of deer foraging in loss of native plant and tree diversity
and possible control measures

Protect water resources and access to them

Recommendations:

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

GOAL 4:

Acquire open space in recharge areas

Enforce aquifer protection bylaw

Promote use of low-nitrogen fertilizers and reductions to use of pesticides and herbicides
Encourage water conservation programs by means ofTown policy and coordination with the
State . :

Maintain access to rivers and ponds and Iaunch SlteS on Town Iands

Expand links between open spaces and recreation sites

Recommendations:

a)

GOAL5:

Expand trail system within Town lands and connect lt wsth trails on non- Town conservation
properties o
Improve/expand parking at trall entry points
Implement standards for trail development and improve trail markers and signage
Develop digital trail maps available on Town's home page and make hard copy maps
available at trail heads » »

Institute a frail management programi.with usé of volunteers and Town funds, if available
Support development of Bay Colony Raql Trail segment in Medfield

Improve the Town’s open Space areas and residents’ knowledge of them

Recommendations:

a)
b)

c)

Assign responsibility for éach Town open space to a Town department or commission
Publicize Town open spaces by means of links to Town home page with maps and describing
features of parcels

Organize such activities as seasonal cleanups, invasive species removal and group
hikes/nature observance
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FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN

RECREATION RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL 1: Develop recreation facilities to address the diverse needs of the community.

Recommendations:

a)

b)
c)
d)

Build a new community center on a new site.

1. Secure funding for study evaluating the development of available open space and follow
Permanent Building Committee recommendations.

2. Finalize site: Dale St., Green St., Hospital Rd., Ice House Rd., or other suitable location

3. Update the comprehensive recreation Center plan with cost/revenue predictions.

Provide ADA compliance and accessibility to public facilities and spaces.

Expand trails system to link existing conservation and recreation areas and facilities.

Improve the quality and safety of the Town properties maintained by Parks & Recreation.

GOAL 2: Provide recreation opportunities that enhance the quality of life for all ages, cultures, and

abilities.

Recommendations:

a)

. implement collaborati ‘
;f‘,‘;;ldentlfy map and distribute information on walking & equestrian trails.
‘Mamtaln and enhance links Wlth Rocky Woods Reservation.

Structure the Park and Recreatmn Commnssnon to meet the recreation demands of a
growing and changing populatlon .
Expand program opportunltles for youth
Modify programs o accommodate persons
American Wlth Dlsabmtles Act compilance -
Provide sufﬁc;ent and consi ce of all recreation areas.

Incorporate park system into program offermgs {sports, exercise, walking, etc.).

Further develop a Fnends of. Parks & Recreatlon group to assist in fundraising.

Enhance relatlonshlps with Town de' tments, residents and other civic organizations to
.Jprogrammmg_,: S

;Ublts‘and seniors.
h disabilities, special needs and ensure

Goal 3: Improve commun|cat|on and coordmatlon between Park and Recreation department, Medfield
Public Schools, youth sports organlzatlons and other towns to maximize sharing of resources.

Recommendations: -

a)
b)
¢)

Ensure maximum anyd most efficient use of available facilities.

Institute regular forums for communication among groups and organizations.

Explore opportunities for the development and utilization of regional recreation
facilities, shared among Medfield and adjacent towns.
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FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

OPEN SPACE

Action Year

Recommendation Lead Agency

..Other Agencies Mechanism

GOAL 1: Acquire Additional Lands for Conservation and Passive Recreation

112314 5 | A. Budget funds annually for open space acquisition fund Conservation Commission Warrant Committee

to be managed by Conservation Commission

1/2({3{4 5 | B. Incorporate the Open Space and Recreation Plan in OSRPC . Planning Board
the Town’s Master Plan and review the Plan annual .

1]1213}4 |5]C. Workwith Planning Board to study possible changes Planning Board QOSRPC
1o development bylaws that enhance open space

preservation and linkages

Town Meeting

1(2|3|4 |5/ D. Consider passing the Community Pre OSRPC Town Meeting
order to raise Town funds and matchi
open space acquisition and historij

112|134 |5 |E. Identify privately-owned undev
candidates for acquisition for open s

GOAL 2: Protect Scenic Views, Historic Site,

- Scenic Views ¢

11231415 | A Maintain existin ] ] ) Conservation Commission OSRPC
Medfield State Hospitaldn ¢o i e ' _ MSH Master Planning
development plan coordina 1aste Committee
Planning Committee :

12 13]415 | B. Preserve scenic views on Town g mple, Board of Selectmen OSRPC
Causeway Street, Charles River cros i Planning Board

112(3]|4]|5 | C Supportgrants of conservation restr Conservation Commission
purchases of development rights

66




OPEN SPACE

Action Year

Recommendation

Lead Agency

Other Agencies

Mechanism

-Historic Sites

1123415

A. Consider passing the Community Preservation Act

Board of Selectmen

OSRPC

Town Meeting

112314145

B. Support the preservation and rehabilitation of
historically important buildings at Medfield State
Hospital

MSH MasterPlanning
ommittee

OSRPC
Historical Commission
Planning Board

112;3:4 )5

C. Protect historic resources by enforcing Demolition
Delay Bylaw and Archaeological Bylaw

orical Commission

OSRPC

-Agricultural Uses

A. By completing the purchase of the designated
parcels of Medfield State Hospital, ensure that the
State will restrict existing agricultural parcels to
agricultural uses

Conservation Commission
OSRPC

B. Support the use of Chapter 61, 61A-and 61B
designations for qualified lands .- o

Assessor’s Office

Board of Selectmen

C. Encourage expansion of agricultural activities by
leasing or licensing Town land forthat purpose.

Board of Seléctmen

Conservation Commission

Town Meeting

-Wildlife Habitat

1123|145

A. Protect wildlife corridors by maintaining trailsand
open fields on Town lands

Conservation Commission

B. Preserve habitat through acquisition of contiguous
open space parcels, conservation easements and
restrictions and development rights

Board of Selectmen

Conservation Commission

Support investigation of the role of deer foraging in
loss of native plant and tree diversity and possible
control measures

Conservation Commission

Board of Selectmen
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OPEN SPACE

Action Year Recommendation Lead Agency Other Agencies Mechanism
GOAL 3: Protect Water Resources and Access to them
121|314 A. Acquire open space in recharge areas Boarg:of Selectmen OSRPC Town Meeting
Conservation Commission
Planning Board
21314 B. Enforce aquifer protection bylaw Planning Board
1 314 C. Promote use of low-nitrogen fertilizers and reductions Conservation Commission
to use of pesticides and herbicides
112134 D. Encourage water conservation programs by means Public Works
Town policy and coordination with the State '
112|3|4 E. Maintain access to rivers and ponds and launch sites'on MA Department of Conservation
Town lands E and Recreation

GOAL 4: Expand Links between Open Spaces and Recreation

1123 |4 of Selectmen’ OSRPC Volunteers
Conservation Commission Friends of Medfield
Planning Board Forests and Trails
11234 Conservation Commission
., Planning Board
1121314 i Conservation Commission OSRPC
trail markers and sign Planning Board
112314 D. Develop digital trail Town Administrator OSRPC
page and make hard copy Conservation Commission
Town Administrator
1121314 E. Institute a trail management p Conservation Commission OSRPC Volunteers
volunteers and Town funds, if availa Friends of Medfield
Forests and Trails
112(3|4 F. support development of Bay Colony Bay Colony Rait Trail Study OSRPC
segment in Medfield Committee Conservation Commission
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OPEN SPACE

Action Year Recommendation Lead Agency Other Agencies Mechanism
GOAL 5: Improve the Town’s Open Space Areas and Residents’ Knowledge of them
112 A. Assign responsibility for each Town open space to a Board of Selectmen ™ OSRPC
Town department or commission
112 B. Publicize Town open spaces by means of links to Town Administrator OSRPC
Town home page with maps and describing features Consé?va‘;ion Commission
of parcels o :
1123|415 C.Organize such activities as seasonal cleanups, £y "*Cy,ro'ﬁhse.(yation Commission OSRPC Volunteers
Wl Public Works Friends of Medfield

invasive species removal and group hikes/nature
observance of parcels it

Forests and Trails
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RECREATION

FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

Action Year

Recommendation

Other Agencies

Mechanism

GOAL 1: Develop recreation facilities to address the diverse needs of the con

4

Secure funding for a study evaluating the
development of available open space and follow
Permanent Building Committee recommendations.

Building Committee
DPW
Planning Board
Board of Selectmen

Special Article

Finalize site.

Building Committee
DPW
Planning Board
Board of Selectmen

Planning Process

Update the comprehensive recreation Center plan
with cost/revenue predictions.

Parks & Recreation

Building Committee
DPW
Planning Board
Board of Selectmen

Additional Staff Time
Planning Process

Provide ADA compliance and accessibility to public
facilities and spaces.

Parks & Recreation

Building Committee
DPW
Planning Board

Additional Staff Time
Purchase Equipment

Expand trails system to link existing conservation
and recreation areas and facilities.

Parks & Recreation

Building Committee
DPW
Planning Board

Special Article

1|2
172
1)2
12
1]2
1

Improve the quality and safety of the Town
properties maintained by Parks & Recreation.

Parks & Recreation

Additionat Staff Time
Personnel
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RECREATION

Action Year

Recommendation Lead Agency

Other Agencies

Mechanism

GOAL 2: Provide recreation opportunities that enhance the quality of life for all ages, cultures, and abilities.

1121314 Structure the Parks and Recreation Commission to Parks & Recreation Additional Staff Time
meet the recreation demands of a growing and Personnel
changing population.

1121314 Expand program opportunities for youth, adults and Parks & Recreation Additional Staff Time
seniors. Personnel

172,34 Modify programs to accommodate persons with Parks & Recreation DPW Additional Staff Time
disabilities, special needs and ensure American With.._ Medfield Youth Outreach Personnel
Disabilities Act compliance.

112134 Provide sufficient and consistent maintenance of all. #Parks & Recreation Additional Staff Time
recreation areas. i W, Personnel

112134 Further develop a Friends of Parks & Recreation Parks & Recreation MFI Staff Time
group to assist in fundraising. ' - s

112134 Enhance relationships with Town departments, " ‘Parks & Recreation Medfield Schools
residents and other civic organizati ns to implement N Conservation Commission
collaborative programming. K . ; Medfield Youth Outreach

1(2(34 ; Parks:& Recreation Staff Time

Goal 3: Improve communication and coord
other towns to maximize sharing of resource

and Recreation department, Medfield Public Schools, youth sports organizations and

172134 Explore opportunities for the develop Parks & Recreation All Other Elected and Staff Time
and utilization of regional recreation” Appointed Committees
shared among Medfield and adjacent

112|314 Institute regular forums for communication Parks & Recreation Park & Recreation
among groups and organizations. Commission Time
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Implementation Tools

The key to Medfield’s Open Space and Recreation Plan is an implementation strategy that makes
effective use of the tools available to the Town. Financial measures and regulatory programs can
provide the means to acquire, preserve and manage both open space and recreation lands.

Financial

The purchase of land is expensive, particularly so in Medfield where the value of developable land has
increased substantially in recent decades. Outright acquisition of such parcels from the Town’s own
funds is usually not feasible. Despite its initial cost, protected open space often has been shown to be
cost-effective in the long term when compared to residential development. Various studies have
calculated that, for every $1.00 of property tax revenue generated from residential property, public
services costing between $1.11 and $1.36 are required. A similar study performed by the Medfield
Land Protection Group in 1994 calculated the cost of services for developed land in a range of $1.15 to
$1.30 while the cost of protected open space including fmancung was only SO 32. Furthermore, one
study performed in Boulder, Colorado estimated an average annual cost petacre of financing and
maintaining open space of $324 versus an average cost per acre of developed land of $2,524.

In addition to its many environmental benefits, protected open space can provide economic
contributions to municipalities. The Tru Public Land, a national conservation organization, in 2013
completed a study of the return on mvest ent i sparks and open space in Massachusetts. Among the
conclusions of the study was that every $ .OO of funds:from State programs invested in land
conservation returned $4.00 of natural goods a

( \ed open space. The Town’s needs for open
r plan. Shown below are the principal financial

on bonds Issued: 1 order to financ open space and recreation land purchases. For example, $100,000
of available bondlng capauty could finance a land purchase bond of $860,000 @ 3.00% interest with a
ten-year maturity or a $1 500,000 bond @ 3.00% interest with a twenty-year maturity. Any such bond
issuance would compete with issuance for potential approved Town capital projects; accordingly, the
Town must review regularly |ts‘cap|tal needs priorities.

Debt Exclusion - Proposition 2 % :

Instead of waiting for outstanding bonds to be repaid the Town could establish incremental bonding
capacity by seeking voters’ approval to exclude a specified amount of new debt service payments from
the limits of Proposition 2 %. Upon the repayment of the approved bond, the authority to levy the tax
necessary to repay it would expire and the property tax rate would revert to the level that would have
applied without such exclusion.
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Annual Appropriations:

The Town could adopt a policy of appropriating annually to a fund dedicated to open space land
acquisition. The Conservation Commission habitually requests such an appropriation each year as a part
of the Town’s budget and the voters have approved it. The advantage of the acquisition fund is that the
Town can access it quickly if a purchase opportunity were to arise. The Town did use a substantial
portion of the acquisition fund balance in its 2013 purchase of the Red Gate Farm property as was
described previously. Another benefit of the acquisition fund is that certain State programs will match
the amount taken from it for open space purchases. One disadvantage of this option is that these

appropriations typically have been very modest and they are subJect 1o fiscal pressures and competing
uses.

Special Tax:
The Town could approve a special tax in order to finance_op space acquusmons or recreation
investments. The State legislature would have to enact a statute to permit any municipality to
implement such taxes, for example a real estate t ;,e‘r tax dedicated to specnﬁc purposes. One statute
allowing the local adoption of such a special tax is the.Community Preservation: Act (“CPA”;
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44B). Enacted in 2000, the CPA permits towns 1o levy a surcharge
on property taxes and other taxes including meals and room _oecupancy taxes in an amount not to
exceed 3.00% of the adopted tax levy. The resulting surcharge_:proceeds would be dep05|ted into a
revenue fund and used for three purpos'es:‘ a) open space acqu on and recreation capital investments;
b) preservation of historic resources; and ¢} creation of affordable housing State funds generated from
a registry of deeds surcharge are available to match the CPA revenue generated by each town. Although
adopting the CPA would raise funds for the Town, it would increase housing costs. Medfield voters in
2006 rejected a warrant article aimed at adopting the CPA: The Town in November 2015 approved the
creation of a committee to determine whether the Town’s residents should be presented with the
option to vote on approving the CPA.

State and Federal Grants:

State and federal grants provide funding for open space and park acquisitions, development of
recreation facilities, and protection of natural habitat and water resources. State programs are
administered mainly by the Department of Conservation and Recreation and the Department of
Fisheries, Wildlife and Habitats. The U. S. Departments of Agriculture, Food and Drug Administration,
and Interior all sponsor programs with a wide range of services and funding for conservation, land
management and agricultural purposes. Additionally, the federal Community Development Block Grant
Program, administered by the State’s Department of Community Development, provides funds for parks
and recreation development. .-

Regulatory Measures

The Town may make use of several existing mechanisms in order to acquire open space and protect the
community’s rural and historic qualities.

Flexible Zoning:

This tool is represented by an overlay zoning district. While maintaining the same density limitations as
its underlying zoning district, an overlay district permits a development to vary from the dimensional
requirements, lot sizes, setbacks and frontages in order to minimize environmental impacts and
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preserve open space of recreation land for public use. Flexible zoning in Medfield is limited to the Open
Space Residential Bylaw as previously discussed. Because of its benefits, typically accomplished with
private resources instead of public funds, it is recommended that the Bylaw continue to be used and
encouraged in Medfield.

Furthermore, the Town could consider enacting a separate flexible zoning bylaw that could be used to
expand the principals contained in the Open Space Residential Bylaw. Development in accordance with
the Open Space Residential Bylaw may be exercised only within one .parcel or contiguous parcels. A
flexible zoning bylaw could be increased it were amended by allowing higher densities in one parcel in
exchange for a grant of open space or development rights in a noncontiguous parcel. Such a change
would require establishing criteria to qualify parcels suitable for the relinquishment of development
rights or fee ownership to the Town. Such criteria could include conservation value, agricultural use,
status as wildlife habitat, proximity to other open space, wetlands, scenic views or water resources.

Land Use Restrictions: i

The Open Space Residential Bylaw allows property owners to sell or donate to the Town a conservation
restriction on open space that they own subject to the approval of the Town’s Conservation
Commission, Planning Board and Board of Selectmen. Conservation restrictions are a purchase of
development rights in perpetuity and they are recorded in the Register of Deeds. The conservation
restriction limits the owner’s use of the 1o its current conservation, agricultural or recreational
purposes and prohibits any development ot e‘rth‘;a‘n for uses incidental to those uses. The Town in
recent years has purchased development rights related to several properties, including one with
farmland, and placed conservation restrictions.on those pr erties Because of the high development

agncultural land who are faced with a
; . That program offers to pay farmland
owners; fram State funds the dn‘ference between.’c Ealr ‘market value and the agricultural value of
their farmland in exchange for a permanent deed restriction which precludes any use of the property
that will have a negatwe |mpact on its agncultural viability.

Tax Incentives: ) \

State programs offer sxgnlﬁcant Ioca! tax relief to property owners of certain types of open space land in
exchange for malntammg those Iands in their current uses. Once a property owner qualifies the land for
enroliment according to one of the following uses (forestland - Chapter 61); agricultural land (Chapter
'61A); or open space and recreation land (Chapter 61B), the land is assessed based upon its value in that
use instead of its usually much greater development value. [f the property owner were to sell the land
for a different use or convert its use within a certain period of time, then substantial tax penalties would
result. Before a property owner may take either one of the foregoing actions on an enrolled land, the
municipality may exercise its first refusal option to acquire the land at the offer price or appraised value.
As was noted previously, Medfield in 2013 exercised such option in order to acquire the Red Gate Farm.

Compact Neighborhoods:
The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (“DHCD”) in 2012 put into
place additional incentives for municipalities to adopt zoning districts (“Compact Neighborhoods”)

74



incorporating the goals of housing equity, sustainable development and mixed land uses. A Compact
Neighborhood Zoning must meet the following criteria:
a) Allow for a minimum number of future units within the zoned district;
b) Allow a density of not less than eight units per acre for multi-family use or four units per acre
single-family use;
¢} Provide that not less than 10% of all units within a project of more than twelve units be
affordable housing; and
d) Prohibit age or occupancy restrictions with the Compact Neighborhood as a whole (certain
restrictions would be allowed for specific projects within the district.

Upon the certification of a Compact Neighborhood by DHCD, the municipality would become eligible for
discretionary development-related funding by certain State agencies. Consideration in granting such
funding would be given to municipalities that followed sustainablé development principles including:

a) Concentrated development and mixed uses

b) Equitable sharing of the burdens and benefits of development

¢) Making efficient decisions '

d) Protecting open space, habitat, historic landscapes and agricultural lands

e) Conserving natural resources by means of efficient use of energy, water and-land

f) Creating housing near public transportatlon town centers.and major employment areas

g) Expanding options for public transportatlon shared vehicles, bicycle and walking.

h) Increasing employment opportumtles by improving education and training programs and
promoting business development in mdust ;

i) Promoting clean energy through conservatlon'

j) Actively supportmg reglonal and State :sponso

newable energy development
jlans that incorporate the above principles

opportunity for the Town to adopt Compact

1 mixed use, higher density project within the

pert ‘campus-style layout of the existing buildings
contains some of the charactenstfcs of a Compact-Neighborhoods and the renovation of some of those
structures could be planned in order to ensure the preservation of the architectural character and scale
of the campus. '
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The Medfield Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, in conjunction with the Conservation Commission and the Parks and
Recreation Commission, is updating the 2002 Open Space and Recreation Plan as required by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
The Plan assists town government by assessing needs and setting priorities as expressed by the residents. Additionally, a current Open
Space and Recreation Plan qualifies the town for open space grants that help fund the acquisition of open space and the protection of
important town resources.

In order to complete its Plan update, the Committee needs your help in completing this survey. The survey addresses the needs both
for open space needs and active recreational facilities. All survey responses will be included in the summation of results and presented
in open forum discussions following the close of the response period. We appreciate you taking the time to answer the questions
below, and additional comments may be placed at the end of the survey. Any questions should be directed to Leslee Willitts,
Conservation Agent, at (508) 906-3028 or lwillitts@medfield.net. Completed surveys should be returned by June 30, 2011 to the

survey collection boxes located at the Town Library, the Transfer Station, and the Town Hall. Thank you for your help!

A. RESPONDENT CHARACTERISTICS

1. How many persons of each age group live in your home? 2. How many years have you lived in Medfield?

0-18

19 -30

31-45

46 - 55

55-65

Over 65

3. What sector is your residence in? 4. What type of building is your residence?

a. North of Rte. 109 and west of Rte. 27 ____ a. Single family less than one acre
b. North of Rte. 109 and east of Rte. 27 __ b. Single family greater than one acre ____
¢. South of Rte. 109 and west of Rte. 27 ___ c. Condominium -
d. South of Rte. 109 and east of Rte. 27 __ d. Apartment S

B. USAGE PATTERNS

1. How often do you use Medfield’s open space and recreational facilities for (check boxes):

Occasionally

Often
Rarely
Never

Open Field Sports
Children’s Playground Activities
Basketball

Tennis

Swimming
Hiking / Walking
Dog Walking
Running / Jogging
Skiing / Sledding
Mountain Biking
Road Biking
Horseback Riding
Camping

Fishing

Boating / Canoeing

Hunting
Nature Observance
Other (Explain)
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Noon Hill

Shattuck Reservation

Dwight’s Causeway

Rhododendron Reservation

Behind Wheelock School

Rocky Woods / Fork Factory Brook

Hinckley Pond

Metacomet Park

McCarthy Park (56 Acres)

Meeting House Pond (Baker’s Pond)

Pfaff Center

Medfield State Hospital / Sledding Hill

Sawmill Brook Area

Rte. 27 along Charles River

Tennis Courts

Bay Circuit Trail

Hawthorne Conservation Land

Holmquist Farms Conservation Land

Charles / Stop Rivers

Another Town
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Noon Hill
Shattuck Reservation

Dwight’s Causeway

Rhododendron Reservation

Behind Wheelock School

Rocky Woods / Fork Factory Brook

Hinckley Pond

Metacomet Park

McCarthy Park (56 Acres)

Meeting House Pond (Baker’s Pond)

Pfaff Center

Medfield State Hospital / Sledding Hill

Sawmill Brook Area

Rte. 27 along Charles River

Tennis Courts

Bay Circuit Trail

Hawthorne Conservation Land

Holmquist Farms Conservation Land

Charles / Stop Rivers

Another Town

:(Aidde yey) soxoq [[e ¥oayd) ut jedpnaed o3 03 nok op ssoypy g



3 How important is it to you to preserve:
" | (Check off one importance level per line)

Very
Important

Important

Neutral

Important

Not
Important

a. | Buildings of historic or architectural value

b. | Places of historical value

¢. | Farmlands

d Open spaces to meet our water and
" | conservation needs

e. | Open spaces to meet our recreational needs

f. | Open spaces to meet future municipal needs

g. | Access to water

h. | Trails / open space links

i. | Open space to preserve natural habitat

j. | Open space to preserve property values

k. | Open space for esthetic purposes

1. | Other (Explain)

4. What are your 5 top priorities for open space and active recreational facilities (1= highest; 5 = lowest):

Open Field Sports

Children’s Playground Activities

Indoor Recreation Facilities

Basketball

Tennis

Swimming

Hiking / Walking

Dog Walking

Running / Jogging

Skiing Sledding

Mountain Biking

Road Biking

Horseback Riding

Camping

Fishing

Boating / Canoeing

Hunting

Agriculture

Nature Observance

Other (explain)




C. NEEDS ASSESSMENT / PRIORITIES

1. How do you rate the opportunities for the following activities in Medfield (check boxes):

Needs Repair

Nonexistent
/ Expansion
Adequate

Open Field Sports

Children’s Playground Activities
Basketball

Tennis

Swimming
Hiking / Walking
Dog Walking
Running / Jogging
Skiing Sledding
Mountain Biking
Road Biking
Horseback Riding
Camping

Fishing

Boating / Canoeing

Hunting
Agriculture

Nature Observance
Other (Explain)

2. H you don’t participate in these activities in Medfield, explain why net (distance; lack of parking; can’t find parcels /
facilities, etc.):




D. INITIATIVES

1. What specific measures should be done in order to improve / develop recreational facilities?

2. Identify any critical properties that should be considered for open space acquisition.

3. What steps should the town take to accomplish these changes:

mo Ao oR

Reserve additional funds in order to acquire undeveloped land and conservation restrictions __ Yes __ No
Reserve additional funds in order to develop / improve active recreation facilities ___Yes ___No
Enact zoning ordinances requiring developers to set aside minimum amounts of open space __ Yes ___ No
Borrow to acquire open space or develop active recreation facilities __Yes __ No
Approve the Community Preservation Act . Yes __ No ___ Don’t know what it means
Other

4. In order to preserve open space and improve recreation facilities, would you:

SR LA o

A

Donate undeveloped land to the town _ Yes ___No

Sell land to the town at a bargain price — Yes ___No

Place conservation restrictions on your property ___Yes __ No

Contribute to a town fund limited to the acquisition of open space or indoor / outdoor active recreation facilities
_ Yes___No

Vote for open space acquisitions financed in part by borrowing __ Yes _ No

Other

5. Comments






