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Board of Selectmen

Board or Committee

PLACE OF MEETING DAY, DATE, AND TIME

A

Town Hall, Chenery Meeting Room 2™ floor Tuesday January 15, 2019 @ 7:00 PM

AGENDA (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

7:00 PM Call to order
Disclosure of video recording
We want to take a moment of appreciation for our Troops serving in the Middle East and around the world

Appointments
7:00 PM Michael Taylor

Discuss Medfield Rail Trail and Warrant Article

7:20 PM Robb Gregg, Chair of Medfield’s Peak House Heritage Center
Discuss remediation of the Peak House Tencenterary Sign; request Selectmen vote to sign
letter of endorsement addressed to MassDot to correct the sign; request Selectmen identify
a stakeholder to the Peak House Heritage Center, preferably from within Town Administration

7:40 PM Residents Kimberly Gargano and Denise DePiero
Discuss the safety oversight of the Westwood Gun Club and the Club’s expansion

8:15 PM Barbara Gips, Jack Wolfe, Richard Scullary
Present Senior Housing Survey Results

Citizen Comment

Action Items
Vote to authorize Chairman Marcucci to sign contract form and contractor authorized signatory listing form

pertaining to the Student Awareness of Fire Education grant, in the amount of $4,154.00

Selectmen are requested to vote to appoint Jared Gustafsén as Associate Member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals and as recommended by the ZBA
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Discussion Item
Review draft copy of 2019 ATM Articles

Pending
Discuss Town Wide Master Planning Committee appointment of members:
Teresa James Roberta Lynch Citizens at Large
Jessica Reilly Kevin Ryder Jay Duncan
Mary McCarthy  William Harvey Jerry Potts
Tom Erb : Philip Stashenko

Continued discussion regarding Historical Society outstanding water bill

Town Administrator Update

Review Board of Selectmen Action List

Selectmen Report

Informational

Representative Denise Garlick “Report to the Community” to be held Thursday January 31, 2019 at the
Public Safety Building beginning at 7:15 PM

Medfield Police League and Collective Bargaining

From Norfolk County Retirement System, FY2020 appropriation figures

Resignation letter from Michael J. Clancy member of the Council on Aging Board :
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TO: Board of Selectmen, Town of Medfield

FROM: Rob Gregg
Chair, Medfield’s Peak House Heritage Center

DATE: January 15, 2019
SUBJECT: Request for Letter of Endorsement
Ask

The Peak House Heritage Center, a recently-formed organization, is seeking a letter of endorsement
from the Board of Selectmen to MassDOT to correct the Tercentenary Sign in front of the Peak House,

347 Main Street.

The Sign’s Background

Erected in 1930 throughout nine counties and ninety-five cities and towns by the Massachusetts Bay
Colony Tercentenary Commission, the iconic signs were part of an automobile tourism initiative. The
conditions of these signs today range from good to bad to ugly to missing, according to a third-party

website.

The Peak House sign is in good condition but it contalins three historical mistakes. The only remediation
required is to correct them with accurate names and a date.

Tercentenary Sign Today (mistakes in red)

THE ORIGINAL HOUSE, BUILT IN 1651, WAS BURNED WHEN KING PHILIP’S INDIANS BURNT THE TOWN
OF MEDFIELD IN 1676. SETH CLARK, THE OWNER, RECEIVED INDEMNITY FORM THE COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT AND IN 1680 REBUILT THE PRESENT PEAK HOUSE, SO CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS
ARCHITECTURE.

Tercentenary Sign Proposed (corrections in red)
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THE ORIGINAL HOUSE, BUILT IN 1651, WAS BURNED WHEN KING PHILIP’S INDIANS BURNT THE TOWN
OF MEDFIELD IN 1676. BENJ. CLARK, THE OWNER, RECEIVED INDEMNITY FORM THE COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT AND IN 1711 REBUILT THE PRESENT PEAK HOUSE, SO CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS
ARCHITECTURE.

Next Steps with MassDOT

Today the signs are under the jurisdiction of MassDOT which is undertaking a program to address a
variety of field issues. Our request is only to change the three mistakes by grinding out them out and
replacing them with either recast letters and date (preferably) or painting new letters and a number.
This step appears doable when the sign is removed to the agency’s location. The Board of Directors of
the Peak House Heritage Center fully supports this initiative.

A new organization begins in Medfield: The Peak House Heritage Center

In 2017, the Medfield Historical Society recognized that 1) unimaginative displays and exhibits were
ineffective and unchanging at the Peak House, 2) the pool of docents had shrunk to a critically low level
for Sunday leadership, 3) the grounds and building lacked ongoing attention. Faced with the house’s
possible demise as a tourist attraction, a Peak House Task Force (Rob Babson, Michele Feinsilver, Rob
Gregg, Rick Hooker) was then formed to reimagine the Peak House as a sustainable historic asset. Using
a SWOT analysis, the Task Force shifted the focus of the Peak House from a museum to that of a
heritage center focused primarily on visitor experiences and less so on artifacts and collections.

Recently, the Curators of the Medfield Historical Society and the Directors of Peak House Heritage
Center signed a ten-year Property Management Agreement that provides complete autonomy to
Directors to manage the facility, operations, and visitor experience at the Peak House.

Our plan, already in place, is to establish a business relationship with 1) a fundraising consultant, and 2)
a company whose scope of work is researching content, developing exhibitions, and serving as a visitor
advocate. During the summer and fall of 2018, the Directors and other volunteers completed numerous
onsite improvement and preservation projects that amounted to $6,200 of in-kind donations. One such
instance is the rastoration of the Peak House Herb Gardens (please see attached.)

What makes the Peak House unique?

Located at 347 Main Street (Route 109) in Medfield, its architecture is one of the earliest surviving
examples of post-medieval English (Elizabethan) architecture as well as being the only free-standing
structure of its kind in the United States. Its most unusual and salient feature is its exceptionally steep
pitched roof which is the highest on record in Massachusetts. This distinction is noted by its name, the
Peak House,

The house also has the earliest known example of an innovational roof form, consisting entirely of
principal rafters without purlins (a horizontal beam along the length of a roof, resting on a main rafter
and supporting the common rafters or boards). According to Historic New England, this practice
appeared in the development of 17" century communities inland from the Massachusetts coast.

In 1924, with consultation by William Sumner Appleton from SPNEA (currently Historic New England)
the Peak House was thoroughly restored without altering its basic framework.
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What is the Peak House legacy in 2019?

Family History — Since its construction by Benjamin Clark in 1711 for his son Seth, it became home to
numerous Clark family generations until 1818 when non-family members began ownership. That trend
continued until 1924 when Frederick Mason Smith deeded the house and property to the Medfield
Historical Society.

Special Events - in 1854, Medfield’s first Catholic mass was organized there by James Griffin, a Peak
House resident. In 1886, an art studio was established on the second floor by John Jesse Francis, a
landscape water colorist. Beginning in 1908, a carriage and chair painting business was conducted there
by Frederick Mason Smith. In 1975, the Peak House was accepted on the National Register of Historic
Places by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and United States National Park Service.

Horticulture — The Medfield Garden Club planted an award-winning herb garden adjacent to it in 1986.
Having fallen into neglect some years later, the garden was restored in 2018.

Archeology — A carefully planned dig immediately behind the house was conducted in 1976. Many of its
artifacts will be used in a future exhibit.

Architecture — It occupies a very small frame: 24 feet long, 14 feet 10 inches wide, 10 feet from the
ground to the eaves, and 12 feet from the top of the eaves to the roof top., The 4 exterior walls and the
roof are covered with wood shingles. The 8 window openings are furnished with restored casement
sash, having diamond-shapes panes set in lead.

Tourism — It is one of the most recognizable sites in Medfield, located at the eastern end of Main Street
{Route 109 is the second busiest undivided highway in Massachusetts). The house is open Sunday
afternoons from mid-June to mid-September. Detailed in a comprehensive Summer 2018 survey, 233
visitors stopped there.

What is the impact of a Peak House Heritage Center?
Education — it allows us to educate visitors about the history of our community.

Reflection and Identity — it gives opportunity to both local residents and visitors to become directly
involved, create awareness, and develop a sense of pride in Medfield’s rich culture, heritage, and
history.

Economic Development ~ it draws tourists to the community for sustaining local businesses.

Community Support — it builds community support by hosting events and activities available to Medfield
residents and others.

What is the mission of the Peak House Heritage Center?
To engage, inform, inspire visitors as they learn about this historic house, the events that occurred here,
and the diverse residents who shaped its legacy.
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TOWN OF MEDFIELD

Office of
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TOWN HOUSE, 459 MAIN STREET
MEDFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 02052-2009 (508) 359-8505

MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN

Town Administrator

January 15, 2019

David White

Acting Director, Environmental Services
MassDOT Highway Division

Ten Park Plaza, Environmental Suite 4260
Boston, MA 02116-3969

Dear Mr. White:
RE: Peak House Tercentenary Sign, 347 Main Street, Medfield

After discussion with Rob Gregg, Chair of Medfield’s Peak House Heritage Center, we are writing you to
endorse the remediation of the sign to correctly read:

THE ORIGINAL HOUSE, BUILT IN 1651, WAS BURNED WHEN KING PHILIP’S INDIANS BURNT THE TOWN
OF MEDFIELD IN 1676, BENJ. CLARK, THE OWNER, RECEIVED INDEMNITY FORM THE COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT AND IN 1711 REBUILT THE PRESENT PEAK HOUSE, SO CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS
ARCHITECTURE.

We believe it is important to document our Town’s history and MassDOT’s public recognition of it with a
sign that correctly states the facts of the Peak House’s beginnings.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Michael T. Marcucci, Chairman
Gustave H. Murby, Clerk

Osler, L. Peterson, Third Member
Medfield Board of Selectmen




TO: Board of Selectmen, Town of Medfield

FROM: Rob Gregg
Chair, Medfield’s Peak House Heritage Center
DATE: January 15, 2019
SUBJECT: Request for 1) Letter of endorsement and 2) Stakeholder identification
Request #1

The Peak House Heritage Center, a recently-formed organization, is seeking a letter of endorsement
from the Board of Selectmen to MassDOT to correct the Tercentenary Sign in front of the Peak House,
347 Main Street,

The Sign’s Background

Erected in 1930 throughout nine counties and ninety-five cities and towns by the Massachusetts Bay
Colony Tercentenary Commission, these iconic signs were part of an automobile tourism initiative. The
conditions of the signs today range from good to bad to ugly to missing, according to a third-party
webslte. .

The Peak House sign is in good condition but it contains three historical mistakes. Instead of recasting
the entire sign, the only remediation required is to correct them with an accurate name, date, and
rewording.

Tercentenary Sign Today (mistakes in red)

THE ORIGINAL HOUSE, BUILT IN 1651, WAS BURNED WHEN KING
PHILIP’S INDIANS BURNT THE TOWN OF MEDFIELD IN 1676. SETH
CLARK, THE OWNER, RECEIVED INDEMNITY FORM THE COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT AND IN 1680 REBUILT THE PRESENT PEAK HOUSE, SO
CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS ARCHITECTURE.

Tercentenary Sign Propoéed (corrections in red)

THE ORIGINAL HOUSE, BUILT IN 1651, WAS BURNED WHEN KING
PHILIP'S INDIANS BURNT THE TOWN OF MEDFIELD IN 1676. BEN..
CLARK, THE OWNER, RECEIVED INDEMNITY FORM THE COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT AND IN 1711 REBUILT THE PRESENT PEAK HOUSE, SO
CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS ARCHITECTURE.

Next Steps with MassDOT

Today the signs are under the jurisdiction of MassDOT which is undertaking a program to address a
variety of field issues. Our request is only to change the three mistakes by grinding them out and
replacing them with either recast letters and date {preferably) or painting new letters and a number.
This step appears most practical and doable when the sign is removed to the agency’s location. The
Board of Directors of the Peak House Heritage Center fully supports this initiative.
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A new organization begins in Medfield: The Peak House Heritage Center

In 2017, the Medfield Historical Society recognized that 1) unimaginative displays and exhibits were
ineffective and unchanging at the Peak House, 2) the pool of docents had shrunk to a critically low level
for Sunday openings, and 3) the grounds and building lacked ongoing attention. Faced with the house’s
possible demise as a tourist attraction, a Peak House Task Force (Rob Babson, Michele Feinsilver, Rob
Gregg, Rick Hooker) was then formed to reimagine the Peak House as a sustainable historic asset. Using
a SWOT analysis, the Task Force shifted the focus of the Peak House from a museum to that of a
heritage center focused primarily on visitor experiences and less so on artifacts and collections,

Recently, the Curators of the Medfield Historical Society and the Directors of Peak House Heritage
Center signed a ten-year Property Management Agreement that provides complete autonomy to the
Directors to manage the facility, operations, and visitor experience at the Peak House.

Our plan, already in place, is to establish a business reiationship with 1) a fundraising consultant, and 2)
an agency whose scope of work is researching content, developing exhibitions, and serving as a visitor
advocate, During the summer and fall of 2018, the Directors and other volunteers completed numerous
onsite improvements and preservation projects that amounted to $6,200 of in-kind donations. One
such instance is the restoration of the Peak House Herb Gardens (please see attached.)

What is the mission of the Peak House Heritage Center?
To engage, inform, inspire visitors as they learn about this historic house, the events that occurred here,
and the diverse residents who shaped its legacy.

The Role of Stakeholders

When engaging a firm to help us focus on content, exhibitions, and visitor experience, our first task is to
identify stakeholders who have a keen interest in helping us fulfill our mission. Stakeholders have
knowledge, wisdom, and insight which are vital in the in the two initial phases of pre-planning and vision
and design planning.

Request #2
The Directors request that the Board of Selectman identify a stakeholder in the Town’s administration
who will contribute in these first two phases.

What makes the Peak House unique?

Located at 347 Main Street (Route 109) in Medfield, its architecture is one of the earliest surviving
examples of post-medieval English {Elizabethan) architecture as well as being the only free-standing
structure of its kind in the United States. Its most unusual and salient feature is its exceptionally steep
pitched roof which is the highest on record in Massachusetts. This distinction is noted by its name, the
Peak House.

The house also has the earliest known example of an innovational roof form, consisting entirely of
principal rafters without purlins (a horizontal beam along the length of a roof, resting on a main rafter
and supporting the common rafters or boards). According to Historic New England, this practice
appeared in the development of 17t century communities inland from the Massachusetts coast.

In 1924, with consultation by William Sumner Appleton from SPNEA {currently Historic New England)
the Peak House was thoroughly restored without altering its basic framework.
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What is the Peak House legacy in 2019?

Family History — Since its construction by Benjamin Clark in 1711 for his son Seth, it became home to
numerous Clark family generations until 1818 when non-family members began ownership. That trend
continued until 1924 when Frederick Mason Smith deeded the house and property to the Medfield
Historical Society.

Special Events — In 1854, Medfield’s first Catholic mass was organized there by James Griffin, a Peak
House resident. in 1886, an art studio was established on the second floor by John Jesse Francis, a
landscape water colorist. Beginning in 1908, a carriage and chair painting business was conducted there
by Frederick Mason Smith. [n 1975, the Peak House was accepted on the National Register of Historic
Places by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and United States National Park Service.

Horticulture — The Medfield Garden Club planted an award-winning herb garden adjacent to it in 1986.
Having fallen into neglect some years later, the garden was restored in 2018.

Archeology — A carefully planned dig immediately behind the house was conducted in 1976. Many of its
artifacts will be used in a future exhibit.

Architecture — It occupies a very small frame: 24 feet long, 14 feet 10 inches wide, 10 feet from the
ground to the eaves, and 12 feet from the top of the eaves to the roof top. The 4 exterior walls and the
roof are covered with wood shingles. The 8 window openings are furnished with restored casement
sash, having diamond-shapes panes set in Jead.

Tourism — It is one of the most recognizable sites in Medfield, located at the eastern end of Main Street
{Route 109 is the second busiest undivided highway in Massachusetts). Over many years, the site was
open Sunday afternoons from mid-June to mid-September. Detailed in a comprehensive Summer 2018
survey, 233 visitors stopped there.

What is the impact of a Peak House Heritage Center?
Education — it allows us to educate visitors about the history of our community.

Reflection and Identity — it gives opportunity to both local residents and visitors to become directly
involved, create awareness, and develop a sense of pride in Medfield’s rich culture, heritage, and
history.

Economic Development — it draws tourists to the community for sustaining local businesses.

Community Support — it builds community support by hosting events and activities available to Medfield
residents and others.
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The Peak House Herb Gardens Re-imagined in 2018

[n 1983, the Medfield Garden Club created a set of herb gardens at the Peak House. One, a dooryard garden, at the
front of the house, and the second, a sun-to-shade garden, along a stone wall on the property's border that was
reconstructed for the express purpose of creating a longer and wider herb garden, focusing largely on medicinal herbs
in contrast to the dooryard garden that contained primarily culinary herbs. The gardens were meticulously researched
and drew on the historical gardens at the John Whipple House built in 1677 in Ipswich MA. The Medfield Garden Club
won the Historic Preservation Award from the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts in 1985 for its creation of the

Peak House Herb Gardens.

As with many non-profit projects that require maintenance and upkeep to retain the essential nature of the mission,
the original creators of the Peak House Herb Gardens got older, some moved away and some died. The gardens were
abandoned and fell into disrepair resulting in an unsightly jumble of weeds, saplings, invasives and a few herbal
stragglers from the 1983 gardens.

In September, 2018, the beds were cleared of weeds and debris and five of the original herbs were salvaged, divided

and potted for future planting. In early October, the wooden garden frames
were dismantled and field stone edging after the Fuller Gardens at the
Plimoth Plantation was installed. Dried and aged horse manure was added
to the soll in the same way that the early residents of the Peak House
would have enriched their garden soil with dung.

Currently in the United States, ethnobotanists and horticultural
archaeologists are moving away from the geometric historic English herb
v . garden to a new understanding that the early settlers realized very quickly
Fuller Gardens at Plimoth Plantation that the roots, bulbs and seeds brought from Europe were not necessarily
well-suited for the colonies. Native American medicinal and food plants had
been used for more than a thousand years, indigenous to specific areas of early settlement, well adapted to the climate
and the plants required little cultivation. There is how a comprehensive study of the integration of Native American
medicinal, culinary and dyeing plants in colonial gardens, and to that end, the re-imagining and restoration of the Peak
House Herb Gardens in 2018 will strive to create an authentic experience for visitors within an early colonized southern
New England landscape that was populated, farmed and hunted by Native Americans over centuries before the settlers
arrived. Survival of settlers depended on a rapid assimilation of Native American herbal medicines and food from plants
that were thriving in New England and were readily available for the taking.

The relationship between the early settlers and Native American tribes in Massachusetts was a complex one, especially
in Medfield where King Philip exacted a high price from the town, but the integration and heritage of food, medicinal
and dyeing plants was beneficial to both settlers and native people, both learning from each other. The re-imagining
and restoration of the Peak House Herb Gardens is an attempt to bridge cultures and New and Old World traditions
through the lens and landscape of plants.

Newly restored Peak House Herb Gardens




1/10/2018 Town of Medfield Mail - Westwood Gun Club Concems

m K o “ W Evelyn Clarke <eclarke@medfield.net>
Lp < ;;.T.,

Westwood Gun Club Concerns
4 messages

Kimberly Gargano <kimberly.gargano@gmail.com> Thu, Jan 10, 2019 at 6:48 AM
To: Selectman marcucci <selectmanmarcucci@gmail.com>, Selectman Gus Murby <gmurby@earthlink.net>, Selectman Osler <osler.peterson@verizon.net>,
sraposa@medfield.net, mddepiero@gmail.com, Daddy <timothy.gargano@gmail.com>, "Kimberly;Gregg Gargano" <kimberly.gargano@gmail.com>, Selectmans Office
<eclarke@medfield.net>

Good Morning,

We are in the process of trying to gather more information regarding the safety oversight of the Westwood Gun
Club (WGC) which is located at 25 Trailside Road in Medfield.

We have spoken with the Medfield Building Inspector, Health Department, Town Planner, Sgt. of Fire Arms
Safety, and we have also followed up with the Town Administrator, Michael Sullivan, on multiple occasions, all
with regards to WGC safety concerns.

In speaking with the Medfield Police Department, it is our understanding the responsibility for safety oversight of
the WGC resides with the Medfield Board of Selectman.

We respectfully request the opportunity to raise our concerns at the January 15 Board of Selectman Meeting,
please. We are seeking additional information on the scope and frequency of these safety inspections, in
particular with regard to the WGC expansion currently underway.

Kind Regards,

Kimberly Gargano & Denise DePiero

https://mail.googie.com/mail/u/0?ik=9 e4d70e3c0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1 622273938297386163&simpl=msg-f%3A16222739382973861 63&simpl=msg-{%3A162227506052934784... 1/3
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1/10/2019 Town of Medfield Mail - Westwood Gun Club Concerns

Michael Marcucci <selectmanmarcucci@gmail.com> Thu, Jan 10, 2019 at 7:07 AM
To: Kimberly Gargano <kimberly.gargano@gmail.com>

Cc: Selectman Gus Murby <gmurby@earthlink.net>, Selectman Osler <osler.peterson@verizon.net>, sraposa@medfield.net, mddepiero@gmail.com, Daddy
<timothy.gargano@gmail.com>, Selectmans Office <eclarke@medfield.net>

Dear Ms. Garganon and Ms. DePiero—

Thank you for the note. We can add this to our agenda for Tuesday January 15. Do you have a sense of how much time you will need? We have some other
appointments and so will try to schedule them as efficiently as we can. The final agenda will be published tomorrow so you will know then what time it is set for.

Thanks for reaching out.

Best,
Mike Marcucci

Sent from my mobile phone
[Quoted text hidden]

Kimberly Gargano <kimberly.gargano@gmail.com> Thu, Jan 10, 2019 at 7:27 AM
To: Michael Marcucci <selectmanmarcucci@gmail.com>

Cc: Selectman Gus Murby <gmurby@earthlink.net>, Selectman Osler <osler.peterson@verizon.net>, sraposa@medfield.net, mddepiero@gmail.com, Daddy
<timothy.gargano@gmail.com>, Selectmans Office <eclarke@medfield.net>

Good Morning Selectman Marcucci,

Thank you so much, we are very appreciative. We think 15-20 minutes would allow us enough time if the schedule permits that amount.
Many thanks, and looking forward to Tuesday.

Sincerely,

Kimberly & Denise

Sent from my iPhone
[Quoted text hidden]

Denise DePiero <mddepiero@gmail.com> Thu, Jan 10, 2019 at 8:27 AM
To: Michael Marcucci <selectmanmarcucci@gmail.com>

Cc: Kimberly Gargano <kimberly.gargano@gmail.com>, Selectman Gus Murby <gmurby@earthlink.net>, Selectman Osler <osler.peterson@verizon.net>,
sraposa@medfield.net, Daddy <timothy.gargano@gmail.com>, Selectmans Office <eclarke@medfield.net>

Dear Selectman Marcucci,

https://mail.google.com/ mail/u/0?ik=9e4d70e3c0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A16222739382973861 63&simpl=msg-%3A1622273938297386163&simpl=msg-f%3A162227506052834784 ... 2/3
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1/10/2019 Town of Medfield Mail - Westwood Gun Club Concerns

Thank you for your response on this matter and trying to incorporate us into your agenda at the Board of Selectman meeting next week. | am respectfully
requesting that the current application that the Westwood Gun Club submitted to the building department regarding their expansion be put on hold until we, as
neighbors, have had an opportunity to voice our concerns regarding the current safety oversight concerns as well as the impact of such expansion on several
Medfield neighborhoods.

Per the building department yesterday, the application has not been approved. | understand footings have been poured and there is significant activity at the
Westwood Gun Club by Hurley Testa Construction as well as a lumber delivery by Chase Lumber just a few minutes ago.

We would very much appreciate an opportunity to speak next week regarding this matter prior to anything being approved.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Denise DePiero and Kim Gargano

On Jan 10, 2019, at 7:07 AM, Michael Marcucci <selectmanmarcucci@gmail.com> wrote:

fQuoted text hidden]
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