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Medfield Energy 
Committee 

Proposed Warrant Articles



Proposed Warrant Article #1
Community Choice Aggregation (“CCA”)

To see if the town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to initiate the 
process of seeking to aggregate electrical load through a Community Choice 
Aggregation Program (CCA) and contract for Medfield residents as authorized 
by M.G.L. 164, Section 134, and through CCA, decrease greenhouse emissions 
for the town’s residents by pursuing a percentage of Class I designated 
renewable energy that is greater than that required by the Massachusetts 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) or do or act anything in relation thereto.



Community Choice Aggregation (“CCA”)
u CCA – in summary

q An advantage of bulk electrical power purchase - potential savings for CCA plan 
participants (market conditions will prevail)

q More renewable energy than Eversource currently supplies

q Supports local renewable energy investments

q Competitive bidding process; selection only when advantageous to the town

q DPU-approved plan and Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 

q Residents can opt-out or back into the plan at any time, without penalty

q No impact on budget billing, other payment programs, or solar panel net 
metering credits

q Nearly half of Massachusetts cities and towns are engaged with CCA programs

q Certified broker manages bidding, no cost to the town; minimal oversight by 
town employees



Proposed Warrant Article #2
Medfield Net Zero Climate Goal

To see if the town will adopt the following resolution: 
Greenhouse gas content of our atmosphere has increased alarmingly as a result of 
human activities with negative impact on our climate as evidenced by rising 
temperatures, rising sea level and ocean acidity, increased flooding with more 
intense and frequent storms, droughts, forest fires, other unpredictable weather 
patterns and increased health risks. 
Therefore, the Town of Medfield supports a goal of eliminating or offsetting all 
greenhouse gas emissions originating in the Town by the year 2050 or earlier (known 
hereafter as the Net Zero 2050 goal); and encourages the Board of Selectmen, all 
Town Boards and Committees, and residents and businesses to take action in the 
furtherance of Medfield’s Climate Goal by developing a Net Zero Action Plan by 
March 2022 that outlines specific strategies and sets measurable, attainable and 
realistic interim targets aligned with State and Federal goals, roadmaps and 
incentives; or do or act anything in relation thereto.



Medfield Climate Goals
u Climate Goals – In summary

q Affirm the State’s Net Zero legislation

q Develop an action plan for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Medfield to Net 
Zero by 2050 or earlier with time-lined milestones

q Other local cities and towns are engaged with similar warrant articles; 72% of 504 
responses to a Medfield Environment Action Fall survey supported Medfield adopting 
climate goals and developing a plan to help lead us there.

q Community outreach to 

Ø engage town residents and businesses

Ø Inform about options (heat pumps, solar panels, electric vehicles) and 
State/Federal initiatives, incentives, grants

q Leverage action plan elements from State legislative sources

q Coordinate and share with other communities and organizations promoting Net Zero

q The plan will continue to evolve 

q No financial request with this warrant article



Outreach
5 Public Forums, recorded on MEA https://www.meamedfield.org

Community Choice Aggregation
July 22, 2020 and March 30, 2021
Featured, from Green Energy Consumer Alliance,

Larry Chretien, Executive Director
Yaima Braga, Renewable Energy Procurement Director

Medfield Climate Goals
August 17, 2020 and April 5, 2021
Featured 

Megan Aki, Clean Energy Analyst, Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Denise Garlick, Massachusetts State Representative

Forum to be held May 6, 2021
Will speak to both warrant articles, their relevance and importance to all
Medfield residents

Presentation before MEMO (April 29, 2021)



Q & A



Supporting Materials 
CCA



Community Choice Aggregation (“CCA”)

u Monthly Eversource bill is split into 2 sections: 

q ‘Delivery Services’ cost– power lines placement/maintenance/emergency repairs

and administration, the latter including billing/payment

q ‘Electric Supply Services’ cost –

Ø power bought and distributed by Eversource under 6 month duration contracts, 
incorporating within its Basic Service Rate a cost for risk mitigation, -or-,

Ø power procured by individual town residents through an alternative 3rd party 
provider, -or-,

Ø power that may be procured and offered to Town residents should the town 
pursue a CCA program



Community Choice Aggregation (“CCA”)
u CCA – in greater depth

q Would allow the Town of Medfield to procure electric supply on behalf of its residents as 
an alternative to Eversource and other independent 3rd party power providers 

q Supply would be contracted by competitive bid, managed by a State certified broker 
selected by the Town

q Broker’s cost would be blended into the pricing options, no cost to the Town; minimal 
oversight by town employees once established

q Opportunity to negotiate better pricing options than Eversource and to add more green, 
renewable energy sources than required by law for Eversource

q The CCA program is vetted by both the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 
and the Department of Public Utilities.

q CCA is authorized by the Massachusetts Utility Restructuring Act (1997)
q There is price transparency and consumer protection built in
q CCA does not commit the town to accept any bid if not beneficial to the Town and its 

residents
q Residents may opt-out (or opt back in), reverting to the Eversource Basic Service Rate or 

that of any other 3rd party provider, at any time without penalty
q Budget Billing or other payment programs will not be affected
q Net metering credits from solar panels will continue to be calculated on the Eversource

Basic Service rate
q Nearly half of all Massachusetts cities and towns are engaged with CCA programs



Supporting Materials
Climate Goals

NET-ZERO



Medfield Climate Goals
u Massachusetts legislation signed by Governor Baker in March, 2021

q commits the State to achieve Net Zero emissions by 2050, and,

q authorizes the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) to establish 
emissions limits of no less than 50% for 2030, and 75% for 2040.

u Passing this article in Medfield will
affirm the Massachusetts legislation attending to Medfield’s ‘inventory’ of greenhouse gas 
emissions (95% from passenger vehicles, town residences/businesses and municipal 
buildings) and commit ourselves to developing a Plan. 

u Community outreach, an essential component
Ø Inform about opportunities and resources to reduce household greenhouse gas 

emissions affordably and, probably, with long term savings

Ø Identify incentives for procurement of energy saving and greenhouse gas reducing 
appliances, heating/cooling systems (heat pumps), passenger vehicles (electric), solar 
panels

Ø Provide knowledge about technologies relevant to achieving Net Zero and how these 
technologies are evolving



Medfield Climate Goals

u The Net Zero Action Plan will 
q be a long term, time-lined roadmap of steps with incremental goals and priority 

actions that Medfield can take to reach Net Zero, aligned with State goals
q seek to engage all Town stakeholders including its residents, business owners, and 

town government
q be a living document with initial release in March 2022, requiring annual 

review/update reflecting progress, evolving technologies with related opportunities, 
and State/Federal initiatives, incentives, grants

q benefit from 
Ø communication with other towns seeking the same goals
Ø State and other entities promoting clean energy and Net Zero goals (e.g. 

MassEnergize, Massachusetts Climate Action Network (MCAN), Massachusetts 
Clean Energy Center, (MassCEC), Heat Smart Alliance, Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission (MAPC), others…. 

u Are we blazing the trail with a Warrant Article like this?  
No, other local communities are developing similar Net Zero Action Plans:  Acton, 
Arlington, Bedford, Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, Concord, Framingham, Lexington, 
Melrose, Medford, Natick, Newton, Wayland, Wellesley,…



Medfield Climate Goals

u Do town residents agree with the need for this warrant article?  
72% of 504 responses to a Medfield Environment Action (MEA) Fall survey supported 
Medfield adopting climate goals and developing a plan to help lead us there.

u What will the development and maintenance of this Plan cost the Town?  
No financial request is associated with passage of this Article.  The Plan will be 
developed and maintained by volunteers from the Medfield Energy Committee and 
community at large in coordination with the Town.  

u Why does Medfield need a goal if the State is already doing this?
The State plan to reach Net Zero recognizes a greenhouse gas inventory of emissions 
beyond that generated by Medfield’s passenger vehicles, residential homes and small 
business/municipal buildings.  Medfield can and will leverage relevant elements of 
the State plan.



Medfield Climate Goals

Finally…..

“Goals are the first step towards 
planning for the future”
Elaine Houston, B.Sc., “Positive Psychology”

And…..
Medfielders have begun: 
over 150 solar installations, 57 heat pumps, 48 all electric vehicles
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TOWN OF MEDFIELD
WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

2021

Article Issue Submitted By:
1 Accept Annual Reports Board of Selectmen
2 Perpetual Care Cemetery Commissioners
3 Revolving Funds Board of Selectmen
4 PEG Access and Cable Related Funds Board of Selectmen
5 Elected Official Compensation Board of Selectmen
6 Personnel Administration Plan Board of Selectmen
7 Operating Budget Board of Selectmen
8 Municipal Building Capital Stabilization Fund Capital Budget Committee

9 Transfer MSBA Dale Street Reimbursement to
Municipal Building Capital Stabilization Fund Board of Selectmen

10 Creation and Appropriation of Capital Stabilization
Fund Capital Budget Committee

11 Capital Budget Capital Budget Committee
12 Authorize Vehicle Lease Purchase Capital Budget Committee
13 Water Treatment Plant Bond Authorization Water and Sewer
14 Water/Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating Budgets Water and Sewer/DPW
15 Transfer of DOT Ride Sharing Funds Board of Selectmen
16 Landfill Lease for Solar Board of Selectmen
17 Town Garage Lease for Solar Board of Selectmen

18 Authorize the BOS to enter into Town Garage Solar
and Landfill  PPA Board of Selectmen

19 Approval of Solar PILOT Agreements Board of Selectmen
20 Hinkley South Board of Selectmen
21 Community Choice Electricity Aggregation Medfield Energy Committee
22 Climate Goals/Resolution Medfield Energy Committee
23 Rezone Parcel on Janes Avenue BI to B Planning Board

24 Amend Table of Use Regulations: Adult only tobacco
store Planning Board

25 Food Trucks/Mobile Food Vendors Planning Board
26 Table of Use Regulations Height and Bulk Planning Board
27 Table of Use Regulations Height and Bulk (sheds) Planning Board
28 Solar Photovoltaic Facilities Overlay District Planning Board

29 Recommendation for Dale Street School Site Selection
Amendment with MSBA Citizens Petition (Ganem)

30 Bylaw Committee for School Building Committee Citizen Petition (Potts)

31 Amend Stormwater Regulations Bylaw for MS4
Permit Board of Selectmen

32 Adopt Scenic Road Designation for Elm, Plain, Farm,
Nebo Streets, and Millbrook Road

Planning Board, ConCom,
Historical Commission
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33 Retroactive Collective Bargaining Agreement Police Board of Selectmen
34 Retroactive Collective Bargaining Agreement Fire Board of Selectmen
35 Retroactive Front Line Employee Stipend Board of Selectmen
36 Appropriation for a Prior Year Bill Board of Selectmen
37 Free Cash Board of Assessors

































 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    Kristine Trierweiler, Town Administrator  

Nicholas Milano, Assistant Town Administrator 
   
FROM:   Maurice G. Goulet, Director of Public Works 
 
DATE:   April 15, 2021 
 
SUBJECT:   Water Conservation Restriction Recommendation   

 
On Friday, April 9, 2021, the Massachusetts Drought Management Task Force declared a 
Level 2 Significant Drought for the Southeast Region, which includes Medfield. We are 
now under state guidance to implement a water conservation restriction of handheld hose 
watering only for nonessential use. This guidance would prohibit residential irrigation, 
washing of cars, and other nonessential outdoor water uses.  
 
At this time, the state guidance is not a mandate for Medfield. Medfield’s Water 
Management Act permit states that we are subject to the streamflow in the Charles River 
and we are not below this streamflow trigger at this time. However, it is felt that the 
Town should implement water conservation efforts in good faith. On April 13, 2021, the 
Board of Water and Sewerage voted to recommend a Medfield Tier 2 water restriction 
which restricts nonessential water usage to Odd/Even days by address number. 
Regardless of restriction, nonessential outdoor water use is not allowed between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 5:00 pm on any day of the week when evaporation is at its highest.  
 
Please note: If the State Declaration from the Massachusetts Drought Management Task 
Force continues past May 1, 2021, the Town of Medfield is required to further restrict 
nonessential water use to One Day per week, per our Water Management Act Permit 
(Medfield Tier 3 restriction). 
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Nicholas Milano <nmilano@medfield.net>

Drought Update for Southeast Region 

Maurice Goulet <mgoulet@medfield.net> Mon, Apr 12, 2021 at 6:45 AM
To: Bill Harvey <billharvey100@yahoo.com>, "Carpenter, Christian H." <chealeyc@yahoo.com>, Randal Karg
<randal.karg@verizon.net>
Cc: Kristine Trierweiler <ktrierweiler@medfield.net>, Nicholas Milano <nmilano@medfield.net>, David Otoole
<dotoole@medfield.net>, Chris Nelson <cnelson@medfield.net>, Tracey Klenk <tklenk@medfield.net>

Table 10: State Guidance on Nonessential Outdoor Water-Use Restrictions at Various Drought Levels

State Drought Condition 
(by Region)                                        

Nonessential Outdoor Water-Use Restrictions

Level 1 (Mild Drought)                    1 day per week watering, after 5 p.m. or before 9 a.m.  
(to minimize evaporative losses)

Level 2 (Significant Drought)         Limit outdoor watering to hand-held hoses or watering cans, to be used only
after 5 p.m. or before 9 a.m.

Level 3 (Critical Drought)                Ban on all nonessential outdoor water use Level 4  
(Emergency Drought)        Ban on all nonessential outdoor water use 

Current Drought Status 
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With precipitation, streamflow, and groundwater below normal as the state enters the
spring season, Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Kathleen
Theoharides declared a Level 2-Significant Drought in the Southeast Region of the
Commonwealth, a Level 1-Mild Drought in the Western, CT River Valley, Central,
Northeast, and Cape Cod Regions, and a Level 0-Normal Conditions in the Islands
Region. Today’s declaration elevates the March 2021 declaration, which was a Level 1
in the Western Region of the Commonwealth, while all other regions of the state were
in Normal Conditions.

To learn which drought region your city or town falls into, go to https://www.mass.gov/
service-details/drought-regions.

Outlined in the Massachusetts Drought Management Plan, a Level 2-Significant
Drought warrants the convening of an inter-agency Mission Group to more closely
coordinate on drought assessments, impacts and response within the government. A
Level 1-Mild Drought warrants detailed monitoring of drought conditions, close
coordination among state and federal agencies, and technical outreach and
assistance to the affected municipalities. The declarations were the result of a
recommendation issued by the state’s Drought Management Task Force, which is

https://www.mass.gov/news/mild-drought-conditions-declared-in-western-region-of-the-commonwealth
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/drought-regions
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/10/03/drought-plan.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/drought-management-task-force
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composed of state and federal officials, and other entities. The taskforce will continue
to meet until water levels return to normal in the affected regions.

As the Commonwealth enters into the growing season and more time is spent
outdoors, EEA urges residents and businesses to reduce water use, select only native
and drought resistant plants for new plantings, and limit outdoor watering to no more
than one day a week for Level 1 regions, and handheld watering for Level 2 regions.
Other water conservation tips include:

Address leaks as soon as possible;

Conduct water audits on larger buildings and businesses to identify leaks and
potential water conservation opportunities;

Minimize the size of where lawns are watered; and,

Harvest rainwater for outdoor watering. 

Water conservation measures will aid in the reduction of water use and safeguard
water for essential needs, such as drinking water, fire protection services, habitat
recovery and environmental needs, and sustained water supplies. For more
information, please visit EEA’s webpages on indoor and outdoor water use. While
water supplies are currently doing fine, individuals are encouraged to also follow any
additional watering requirements outlined by their communities’ Public Water Supplier.
Additionally, the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) water supply
system is not currently experiencing drought conditions, as defined within its individual
plan.

Upcoming meetings of the Drought Management Task Force can be found here

--  
Maurice G. Goulet
Director of Public Works
Medfield, Massachusetts

Department of Public Works 
55 North Meadows Road
Medfield, MA 02052
(508) 906-3003 office
(508) 359-4050 fax
mgoulet@medfield.net
www.town.medfield.net

This email is intended for municipal use only and must comply with the Town of Medfield's policies and state/federal laws.
Under Massachusetts Law, any email created or received by an employee of The Town of  Medfield is considered a public
record.  All email correspondence is subject to the requirements of M.G.L. Chapter 66. This email may contain confidential
and privileged material for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any review or distribution by others is strictly prohibited.
If you are not the intended recipient please contact the sender and delete all copies.

https://www.mass.gov/guides/indoor-water-conservation
https://www.mass.gov/guides/outdoor-water-conservation
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/drought-management-task-force-meetings
https://www.google.com/maps/search/55+North+Meadows+Road+Medfield,+MA+02052?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/55+North+Meadows+Road+Medfield,+MA+02052?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mgoulet@medfield.net
http://www.town.medfield.net/
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