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Goal: To Create a “User-Friendly” Zoning Bylaw

● Understandable for town officials, board and 
committee members, homeowners, 
applicants, and developers

● Logical order & format 

● Master Plan - 2021
○ Supports Master Plan 

Recommendations 3.1.2, 3.1.4, 4.1.3, 
4.2.1, and 4.2.3

○ Baseline zoning diagnostic and any 
associated reformatting prior to 
adopting more complicated zoning 
amendments. 

● Zoning Diagnostic - 2022
○ Task 1. Conduct an initial review of the existing 

Zoning Bylaw (ZBL), focusing on: structure and 
format, navigability, clarity, consistency, etc

○ Task 2. Meet with Staff and members of the 
Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, 
to seek comments on the existing ZBL

○ Task 3. Conduct a group interview (remote) 
with local developers, engineers, attorneys, etc

○ Task 4. Review Planning Board and Zoning 
Board of Appeals administrative rules and 
regulations

○ Task 5. Review a sample of recent special 
permit and site plan review decisions

○ Task 6. Prepare draft zoning diagnostic report
○ Task 7. Meet with Planning Board
○ Task 8. Submit final report - final report is 

available on the Planning Board’s webpage 
http://ma-medfield.civicplus.com/240/Planning-Bo
ard
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http://ma-medfield.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/4966/1-MEDFIELD-TWMP-VOLUME-1-V4-PDF
https://ecode360.com/27374011


Item 1: Article ##:

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Medfield Zoning Bylaw by: 

(1) Reorganization of the Zoning Bylaw (per “crosswalk” chart below); 

(2) making certain minor substantive changes to help effectuate the goals of the Bylaw Reorganization; 

(3) making nonsubstantive, ministerial amendments to the Zoning Bylaw providing for consistency with 
the General Laws and internally with regard to spelling, capitalization, citation of numbers and General 
Laws references; and further, 

(4) to vote to amend the Town of Medfield Zoning Bylaw current Article 19: Solar Photovoltaic Facilities 
Overlay District (PVOD), 300-19.4 Solar Photovoltaic Overlay District and Table 19.5 and proposed 
Section 10.4.3 and Table 10.4.5 by adding the Medfield State Hospital Zoning District to the list of 
allowable zoning districts for certain ground-mounted, canopy, and rooftop solar energy systems.
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List of specific changes

● Reorganization per crosswalk 
● Section references and cross-references were updated
● Blue italics in text indicate former bylaw citation as a marker for the reader 

during this amendment process but will be deleted from the new version
● Definitions Section: italics to be incorporated into definition for context as 

needed
● Duplicate definitions for “Applicants” and “Application” and “As of Right” and 

“By-Right” were relocated from different individual sections so they were 
merged/massaged to have just one definition

● Changed “Penn Central RR” to “MA Department of Transportation” in 8.5.2.A
● Changed title from “Floodplain Definition” to “Floodplain Boundary” in 10.1.2
● New substantive change: Added MSHD to Section 10.4.3 and Table 10.4.5 for 

various solar energy systems 4
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10.4   Solar Photovoltaic Facilities Overlay District (PVOD)

● 10.4.3 Solar Photovoltaic Overlay District 
subdistricts: 

■ Medium-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Overlay Subdistrict 

■ Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Overlay Subdistrict 

■ Solar Parking Canopy Solar 
Photovoltaic Overlay Subdistrict 

■ Roof-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic 
Overlay Subdistrict 

■ Municipal Solar Photovoltaic Overlay 
Subdistrict

● Table 10.5 
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Next Steps

1. Public Hearing #1 - January 9, 2023 (Presentation & Collect Feedback)
2. Prepare red-lined draft
3. Public Hearing #2 - February 6, 2023
4. Public Hearing #3 - March 6 , 2023 (Vote out final language for inclusion in 

the Town Meeting Warrant) 
5. Annual Town Meeting - Monday, May 3, 2023  
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